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Changing Pattern of Games in Rural Bengal Over The Past
Five Decades: A Case Study of Benabendi Village
in Bankura District

Suvasree Dutta (Dasgupta)' and Lakshmi Sivaramakrishnan®

r

Abstract : Presently. our soctety is standing at the cross-roads where the penetration of social media and
micrnel via smart phones and eagerness to win the rat-race is ruling over the life of the present generation,
Mpassing all traditional and favorite pastime recreations including games. This empirical study thus aims to
analyse how far the mass media and telecommunication revolution have been able 1o influence the rural
gamung pattern in West Bengul over the long fifty vears t.e., from 1970's when televisions and radios were
comsidered 1o be as mere luxuries to the era of 2020's when the use of mobiles. iPods, tablets are considered

.
o be as sheer necessities of our day-to-day life. This paper is primarily based on the empirical study designed

or a micro level invesiigation in one of the villages of rural Bengal by interviewing the target participants
mainly through a structured questionnaire. Besides, information regarding the journey of traditional game to
modern games in rural Bengal is also collected through Focused Group Discussion (FGD) with the target
participants in the studv area The research work reveals that the institutionalized games of global importance

A

slong with mobile and video gumes have gained preferences over the traditional games of rural Bengal over

the past five decades The telecommunication facilities and mass-media have played the pivotal role for the |
transformation of the gaming patiern in the studv area. However, the study reveals that certain factors like l
frequent power failures coupled with weak mobile network and poor net connectivity amidst the dense forest,

as well as the inabihty to buy regular data pack have acted as major hindrances against the popularity of the

modern games n the studv area

Key Words: Traditional Games, Cultural Heritage. Rural Bengal, Mass Media and Telecommunication
Revolution

Introduction

Throughout the world. games are not only considered as an important source of providing
amusement, entertainment and recreation during the leisure ime, but also as a means of developing
a person’s skills of creauvity, concentration, logical thinking, improving memory power, mathematical
skills, apant from keeping him physically and mentally active and sound. It also helps to influence i
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Utilization of Health Care Services and Gendcn: Diffefe_ncefs in
Urban West Bengal:A case study of Kamarhat Municipality

Suvasree Dutta (Dasgupta)™ and Lakshmi Sivaramakrishnan®
'Department of Ceagraphy, Muralidhar Carh” € olleve, Kolkata

“Department of Ceography. Jadarpur Unirerstl), Kolkata
(*Corresponding author: suv_dutt_dg 20 9@ yahoo.com)

Abstract
By nature’s grace, women are generally more robust than men and l:uu'u a natural edge
in the expected life span. But, in many South Asian societes, thas bmlngl'c':ll advantage
is completely cancelled out by women’s social disadvantage to date. .l hus, gt:'nfdcr
discrimination in allocaung resources or the elementary fields of educanon, nutriuon,
health, and survival is debatable even in this 21st centry. In the rural areas boing
entangled 1in the patriarchal family dynamics and several social stigmas, women ol the
rural arcas, across different socio-economic categories, get worse for thewr health issucs.
But the urban areas arc expected to be free from such social constrictions. As a result,
this research paper aims to ascertain whether gender discrimination in the utiizatuon of
health care services happens to exist in the urban areas or not, especially when our naton
has promised to achicve ™ [calth for all by the Year 20007, \ case study of Kamarhan
Municipality has been studicd to examune the extent ol gender disenmunauon regarding
the utilization of health care facihues in the urban arcas of West Bengal. The sing
factors and the locauonal situauon of this mdustral town along the 1Tugh River, coupled
with its good connccuvity with the aty of Kolkata, have been the pamary reasons
behind the choice of this study arca. The study s purcly based on the survey conducted
through a structured quesuonnare. Finally, the west ot significance and the degeee of
dependence between the exogenous factors and the nnlizanon pattern of the health care
tacthitics have been analvzed by the chi-square method. The outcome of the rescarch
work confirms that the levels of development play o vital role in determming the pracuce
of gender discrimination, even within the urban arcas. Morcover, the study ensures
that some of the exogenous factors play a dominant role in determining the patteen of
gender discrimunation regarding access o health care services in the selected study area.

Keywords: Gender Disennminauon, [Health, Health Care Services, lLevels ol
Development, Determmants
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