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Candidates are required to give their answers in their own words
as far as practicable.
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[ English Version ]

The figures in the margin indicate full marks.

Answer the following questions :

(a) Who was the founder of the Maurya dynasty?

(b) Name a port city on the western coast of ancient India in the context of Indo-Roman trade.
(c) Which emperor styled himself as ‘Devanampiya Piyadasi’?

(d) Whose achievements are recorded in the Allahabad Prasasti?

(e) What inscription was written by Gautami Balasri?

(f) What is the name of the book composed by Banabhatta?

(g) Who composed the drama ‘Mudrarakshasas’?

(h) How many segments were there in Megasthenes’ description of Indian society?
(i) Mention a tax prescribed by Kautilya.

() Which king introduced the post of Dharma Mahamatras?

(k) When did the Saka era begin?

() Which inscription informs us about Kharavela, the king of Kalinga?
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(m) Name any one Buddhist theologian of the time of Kanishka.
(n) Give an example of the Pallava architecture.

(o) Name a mathematician of ancient India.

. Answer any four questions (250 words) : 5%4
(a) What do you mean by the term ‘Second urbanization’?

(b) Was the revolt by Pushyamitra Sunga a Brahmanical reaction?

(c) Discuss the features of Gandhara Art.

(d) Discuss the importance of Panini in the evolution of Sanskrit in ancient India.

(e) Write a brief note : the Saka king Rudradaman, or Gautamiputra Satakarni.

(f) Discuss the main features of the Indo-Roman trade.

(g) How would you assess the importance of Mathura city other than the capital of Kushana rule?

(h) Write a short note on the Pallava architecture.

. Answer any three questions (500 words) : 10x3
(a) What was the nature of Asoka’s Dhamma? How far was it influenced by Buddhism?

(b) Comment on the position of Shudras and untouchables in ancient India.

(c) Write a short essay on Mauryan economy with special reference to the system of taxation.

(d) Analyse the position of women in ancient India with special emphasis on the views of
Dharmashastras.

(e) Discuss the background of the rise of feudalism in early medieval India.

(f) Assess the difference in Samudra Gupta’s imperial policy between North and South India.




