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PHILOSOPHY — HONOURS
Paper : DSE-A-2.3
[Philosophy of Language (Western)]
Full Marks : 65

Candidates are required to give their answers in their own words

as far as practicable.
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[ English Version ]

- - ‘The figures in the margin indicate Sull marks.

1. Choose the correct option (any ten) : 110

(a) Which of the following is syntactically wrong?
(i) Ghosts exist

(iv) All of these.

(i) No man is mortal
(iii) running he from yesterday is

(b) Which of the following sentences has correct usage of quotation marks?
(i) The name for the word “cat” is cat. (ij) The name for the word cat is “cat”

(iiiy The name for the word “cat” is “cat” (iv) The name for the word ‘cat’ is ‘cat’.

(c) In what sense is ‘meaning’ used in the following sentence?
‘War means destruction.’

(i) Indicator
(ii)) Effect

(i) Purpose

(iv) Explanation.
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(d) Which of the following words can be defined only ostensively?
(1) man (i) John Hospers
(i) love (iv) river.

(¢) In which of the following sentences the defining characteristic is mentioned?

() Triangles have three sides (i) Dogs are animals
(iii) Man is lazy (iv) Tigers live in the forest.
(f) Which of the following sentences is meaningful?
() Snow is red (i) The circle is Tunning
(i) Number 7 is blue (iv) Books are probably.
(g) Which of the following sentences is self-contradictory?
(@) I fell upwards (i) Dogs are quadrupeds
(i) All men are 25 feet tall (iv) All of these.
(h) 'Which of the following is not a criterion of sentence meaning?
(1) Knowing what it is like (i) Truth conditions
(iii) Imaginability (iv) Non-ambiguity.
(i) Which of the following words have meaning but no denotation?
(1) Dragon (i) Mermaid
(iii) Ghost (iv) All of these.

() “The number 7 died yesterday.” — The statement is
(i) Meaningful but false

(i) Meaningless due to category mistake MURAUDH‘?.TB%%\?' COLLEGE

(i) Meaninglessness outside a given context
(iv) Self-Contradictory. .
(k) Which of the following is not a cause of ambiguity?
(1) Type-token
(i) Process-Product
(iii) No precise cut-off point between the applicability and non-applicability of the word
(iv) Figurative language.
() The table is brown.
() The above statement is only verifiable
(i) The above statement js only confirmable
(iii) The above statement is both verifiable and confirmable

(iv) The above statement is neither verifiable nor confirmable.
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2. Answer in brief any five of the following questions :
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Distinguish between syntax and semantics.
Are there things which are meaningful but not words? — Explain with example.
Discuss the different forme of ambiguity.

What is a stipulative definition? Give an example each of a definition that is too wide, and a
definition that is too narrow.

Distinguish between verbal and ostensive definition.

Explain briefly ideational theory of meaning with example.
MURALIDHAR GIRLS' COLLEGE
LIBRARY

Examine the following definition with reasons—
(i) Twilight : The period between day and night.
(i) Book : anything containing paper, covers and printed words.

State any four meanings of the word ‘meaning’.

3. Answer any two questions :
(a) What is a word? How is a word related to its meaning? What is the principle of common

(b)

()
(d)

usage of words? Does it admit of any exception? Discuss. 2+5+3+5

Explain with illustration any three criteia for sentence meaning. Examine whether the following
sentences are meaningful :
(i) The colour tastes bitter

(ii) The chair is under time.
12+3

(ili) Snow is pink.
What is meant by vagueness? Explain three causes of vagueness of a word. 3+12
What is testability criterion of meaning? Distinguish between the verifiability and confirmability

criterion of meaning. Analyse the meaning of the statement— “I shall survive my bodily
4+6+5

death™.




