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It was little Mary’s birthday, the loveliest of all days, she thought. All her little friends came to
play with her, and she wore the most beautiful dress.

The table in Mary’s room shone with presents; there was a doll which could roll its eyes and say
‘Au’, when one pressed its stomach; there was a picture book with the lovely stories to read; but
it was nicer even than all the stories to live through many birthdays.

“Yes, it is lovely to live’, said little Mary and her father and mother added with smile on their lips,
with smile on their eyes and hearts, that it was the loveliest fairy tale.
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