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EDITORIAL

Life in the times of pandemic is anything but easy. The pandemic has profoundly altered our old
accustomed worlds, subverting our existence, and stranding us in the abyss of uncertainty. As countries
went into lockdown the precarious choice between life and livelihood was not an easy one. The
education sector went into disarray with closure of educational institutions across the country. The

choicewas between online education or no education atall.

Aswe struggled to make sense of our new normal, disease, depression, and desolation overwhelmed
us. Though death was the onlyaspect everso certain aboutlife, yet never was it so shorn of dignity. We
had never known death without closure where we failed to bid goodbye to ourloved ones one last time.
The pandemic of disease has indeed degenerated into pandemic of grief. The unanticipated, sudden
and untimely deaths both directly related to the virus and otherwise has shook us to the core. We deeply

mourn the death of ourstudents, friends, families, acquaintances and loved ones.

We lost our very own Rahul Chatterjee, office staff of our college, and dear to every one of us. The
demise of our students Pooja Das, student of 6" semester B.A General Course and Susmita Das, ex-

studentof Education Department hasleftus shattered.

Amidst such despair, not all hope is lost. Our students and faculties in their limited capacity have
reached out to those in need. Students have actively provided verified leads for oxygen, hospital beds,
medicines, food and other essentials using social media. Such enthusiasm convinces us that physical
distancing which is necessary to keep the virus away has not necessarily translated into social

distancing, keeping our faith in humanity alive.

Also successfully embracing online classes especially on the part of our students, many of whom

were first generation learners unaccustomed to the digitization of education, was no small feat.

In our moments of hope and despair, triumphs and tribulations, we seek refuge in the power of our
pen, palette, and photograph to express ourselves. In a similar vein, the semblance of articles, sketches,
paintings and photographs in the 70" edition of the college magazine. “Suparna” reflects the deep
seated emotions and experiences. Abiding by the precautionary measures and limitations, as we
struggle against the novel corona virus, a decision was undertaken by IQAC in the month of January

2021, to publish “Suparna”in the form of an e magazine.

The present edition of the magazine is enriched by the message delivered by Nrisingha Prasad
Bhaduri, renowned historian and Indologist on the occasion of Bhasa Divas 2021, organized by IQAC
and Bengali Department of Muralidhar Girls' College.

We have also introduced a new section of book review and film review for this edition. The essays

photographsand paintings of the winners of inter college competition has beenincorporated as well.

The year 2020 was indeed unique. It was a challenge to transport our good old familiar classrooms

online and carry out the myriad institutional activities primarily with the aid of technology. The



70"edition of “Suparna” through the foreword, reports and photographs provide a glimpse of such
college activities. In many ways. the magazine bears testimony to our lived experiences, challenges,

struggles and adaptability in the times of the pandemic.

Putting together the magazine would be an impossibility without the relentless effort of the editorial
board. The support and enthusiasm of our Principal Dr. Kinjalkini Biswas ensured that the magazine

was ready in time. Theinitiative, suggestion and inputs of the IQAC members made our task aloteasier.

The relentless pursuit for normalcy in the new normal will continue as we yearn for days without
masks, isolation, and fear of the virus. Yet we hope that we will survive the pandemic and wake up to a

healed world soon.
Until then, stay safe!

Shayeri Roy



STUDENT EDITOR'S DESK

Our annual college magazine“SUPARNA” holds a long trail of memory in its pages as it demonstrates the
academic brilliance and ethnic exuberance of the students. Muralidhar Girls' College has upheld the
fraternity between the notable alumni, prominent faculty members, staff, guardians and the students alike in
front of the society through an out-and-out portrayal of college and its ambience. The magazine does not
only capture the intimate bonds within the college but also has concentrated on the external affairs of the

world.

Muralidhar Girls' College has stressed on value based education system from its budding days and
guaranteed strict discipline in order to sustain the commitments made towards the society. The college,
despite the pandemic has never failed to impart virtual education among the fellow students. Apart from the
virtual learning the college has hosted innumerable seminars on career guidance, education and physical
fitness by distinguished experts. The college has fortified transparency in arranging online examination for
all the students and assisted them in every way possible. The Yoga and Aerobics classes, Adventure Club,
Drama Club, Nature Club, Literary Club and Photography Club secured the interest of the students and
organized Inter-College Virtual Competition. The college has never fallen short in retaining the
responsibilities amidst any massacre and guided the students for supreme future. The college magazine has
showcased the effort, devotion, sincerity and love of all the members, students and important individuals

engaged with the college to accentuate itin its nextlevel of phenomenal accomplishment.

Srijita Biswas
Student Editor
Department Of English, Third Year



A FOREWORD

On the onset of 2020, the wotld has suddenly plunged into the black/ dark hole of the Universe ....
headlong with its huge after effects in living. COVID — 19 disease which has been declared as a
pandemic by the World Health Organization spread like fire, leading to confusion of adjusting oneself
to the new normal situation. This has created a huge chaos in our everyday life resulting in severe acute
respiratory syndrome leading to hospitalization, ventilation even at times resulting in deaths through
enough tantrums with its Ro values, hard intensity and different mutative forms ..... we can easily name
it as World War II1, a bio warfare. This war is without an adversary .... a physical one whom you can
detectand prepare the necessary fighter missiles.

Apart from maintaining physical distancing, sanitizing and wear protective mask in the correct manner
and making the general mass aware of its severe after effects, vaccination remained the only safety belt
forourlives.

The society is definitely at crossroads — adjusting oneself to the new normal situation where the
education sector,home front, work places all are clearly affected.

Muralidhar Gitls' College in its own self inflicted style has combated this adverse situation will full
glory and successful agenda progressing forward in this new normal era. Regular classes have taken
place in the online communication modes in different modes. e.g. Google Meet, Duo, Whatsapp Calls.
The Literary repository has been enriched and access to it for the students/ teachers were available. The
Part IT & Part I1I Examination of C.U. took place without major flaws thanks to the guidance of our
Internal I.C.T Cell. Conduction of these Examinations of Theory Paper, the Internals, the Tutorials,
the Practicals were done in accordance with Calcutta University guided by Higher Education
Department following UGC guidelines. Proper notifications well in advance has been the guiding lines
for the Professors, Students and the College Office displayed in our active website.

www.muralidhargirlscollege.ac.in

Apart from academics, they have also observed Independence Day, Republic Day, Saraswati Puja,
Orientation Programme, Online Induction which has been uploaded in our College You Tube Channel.
For upgrading ourselves, the college has hosted 06 Webinars from different disciplines e.g. Chemistry,
Microbiology, Zoology, Journalism & Mass Communication, Economics with renowned personalities
in their respective fields enriching our staffs and students along with a E-Quiz where participants from
all of India had registered in “Earth Science and Exploring the World” on Geographical Realms. The
College YouTube channelis anarchive for all the webinars.

Meanwhile our students have individually won prizes in E-Competition. Sudipta Mukherjee won the
2"positionin the topic.

“We are in the cross hairs of two pandemics Medical & Finance — How to reinstate normalancy”
conducted for 1"year & Final year Under Graduate Students : Engineering / MBBS/ Science /
Commerce / Management (Humanities) by the Techno India Group”.

The ICT wingin our college structures the e-contents of the respective subject syllabus prepared by the
teachers in accordance with Calcutta University for regular uploads in the college website. Online
access to NLIST is ensured for wide spread accessibility for all. Results of the pandemic year in B.A
(Honours) in Part ITI (1+1+1 System) has a pass percentage of 99% with 52 1"Classes from difference
subjects.

Thereisarecord of 100% passinB.SC (Hons) Part III Examination with 36 1"Classes.
The ongoing CBCS system has recorded a 94% pass percentage in Honours Category & General
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Category. The record in B.A. Part I1I Major shows a 100% pass percentage with 06 students scoring
1"Division.
Also,Iam extremely happy to share that three new faculties have strengthened our college in—
e Departmentsof Psychology— Dr. Tinni Dutta
e Departmentof History—Dr. Moumita Datta
e Smt. ArunaPainin Department of Economics
e Prof. SurajitSur—Departmentof Zoology was nominated—
A. ASR (International Academy of Sciences and Research) Excellence Award, 2019, Sidho Kanho
Birsha University, Purulia.
B. Junior scientist of the year 2019 award from International foundation of Environment and
Ecology, University of Allahabad, Prayagraj, UP on24thFebruary,2020.
C. Dr. Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan teaching excellence award 2020 from International Benevolent
Research foundation at World peace and value education convention , 19th December, 2020 (
Junior mostrecipient).
Our NCC students are very active and attends different State Level Camps, District Level Camps
making them very regular, open minded and confident in their life leading activities. They have also
participated in Pinkathon, International Yoga, Awareness rallies, Blood Donation Camps, Inter
College Youth Parliament Competition, Swachh Bharat Abhiyan and Welfare Scholarships from NCC
So, I would urge the freshers of this college to join NCC and be a proud member of the group with its
enrichedideologies.

MURALIDHAR GIRLS'COLLEGE 2019-2020

STATE LEVEL CAMP
. o Organising unit /agency Numb(?t‘of teac'hers Number‘ o‘f
SL Title of the activities /collaborating agency/ part1c1pa'te‘d‘ in stuflents par'tu':l‘pated
such activities in the activities
1. COMBINED ANNUAL 20 BENGAL BN NCC 1 4
TRAINING CAMP KC -2 AT FC
COLLEGE FROM 18TH
AUGUST 9 TO 18TH AUGUST
2019
2. | RDC CULTURAL PRACTICE AT 1 BENGAL GIRLS 2
SALT LAKE ARMY CAMP 4 DAYS BN NCC
AND NCC CLUBHOUSE FROM
3. COMBINED ANNUAL 39 BENGAL 1 2
TRAINING CAMP KC -10 AT BATTALION NCC
KRISHNACHANDRAPUR HIGH
SCHOOL FROM 17TH OCTOBER
2019 TO 26TH OCTOBER 2019
4. COMBINED ANNUAL 9 BENGAL 2
TRAINING CAMP XIV(INTER BATTALION NCC
GROUP COMPETITION
/REPUBLIC DAY - 2019 HELD
AT KALYANI FROM9TH
NOVEMBER 2019 TO16TH
NOVEMBER 2019




STATE LEVEL CAMP

SL

Title of the activities

Organising unit /agency
/collaborating agency/

Number of teachers
participated in
such activities

Number of
students participated
in the activities

CATC KL -XV PRE-RDC-1 WEST
BENGAL & SIKKIM
DIRECTORATE HELD AT NCC
TRAINING ACEDAMY
KALYANI FROM 17TH
NOVEMBER 2019 TO 26TH
NOVEMBER 2019

14 BENGAL
BATTALION NCC

2

CATC KL -XVI PRE-RDC-II
WEST BENGAL & SIKKIM
DIRECTORATE HELD AT
KALYANI FROM 27TH
NOVEMBER 2019 TO 6TH
DECEMBER 2019

14 BENGAL
BATTALION NCC

COMBINED ANNUAL
TRAINING CAMP -16 AT
SIMHS FROM 9TH
DECEMBER 2019 TO18TH
DECEMBER 2019

CATC KL -XVII PRE-RDC-III
WEST BENGAL & SIKKIM
DIRECTORATE HELD AT

KALYANI FROM 11
DECEMBER 2019 TO
20DECEMBER 2019

6 BENGAL
BATTALION NCC

CATC KL -XVIII PRE-RDC-1V
WEST BENGAL & SIKKIM
DIRECTORATE HELD AT

KALYANI FROM 21
DECEMBER 2019 TO
30DECEMBER 2019

6 BENGAL
BATTALION NCC

ADVENTURE ACTIVITIES

SL.

Title of the activities

Organising unit /agency
/collaborating agency/

Number of teachers
participated in
such activities

Number of
students participated
in the activities

ADVANCE
MOUNTAINEERING
COURSE AT HIMALAYAN
MOUNTAINEERING
INSTITUTE
DARJEELING FROM 12TH
OCTOBER 2019 TO 11TH
NOVEMBER 2019

HIMALAYAN
MOUNTAINERING
INSTITUTE
DARJEELING

1




ADVENTURE ACTIVITIES

SL

Title of the activities

Organising unit /agency
/collaborating agency/

Number of teachers
participated in
such activities

Number of
students participated
in the activities

BASIC ROCK CLIMBING
COURSE AT SUSUNIA ROCK
FROM 27TH JANUARY TO 4TH
FEBRUARY 2019

INSTITUTE OF
EXPLORATION

5

SOCIAL SERVICE ACTIVITIES

SL

Title of the activities

Organising unit /agency

Number of teachers
participated in

Number of
students participated

/collaborating agency/ such activities in the activities
1. | SWACHH BHARAT ABHIYAN 1 BENGAL GIRLS 30
AT VICTORIA MOIDAN NCC BATTALION NCC &
CLUB HOUSE AND COLLEGE | MURALIDHAR GIRLS
PREMISES COLLEGE
2. [ BLOOD DONATION CAMP AT NCC DIRECTORATE 2
NCC CLLUB HOUSE ON 24TH WEST BENGAL AND
SIKKIM

NOVEMBER 2019

AND STATE BLOOD
TRANSFUSION COUNCIL
WEST BENGAL

BLOOD DONATION CAMP AT
MURALIDHAR GIRLS'COLLEGE

MURALIDHAR
GIRLS COLLEGE

4. GO YELLOW 1 BENGAL GIRLS 10
BATTALION NCC

5. RALLY FOR CANCER 1 BENGAL GIRLS 20
AWARENESS BATTALION NCC

6. | PARTICIPATED IN POSTER 1 BENGAL GIRLS 10

MAKING AND CAMPAIGNING | BATTALION NCC &
REGARDING SAVE WATER AND| MURALIDHAR GIRLS
WATER HARBOUSTING COLLEGE

ARMY FLAG DAY DONATION
DUTY

1 BENGAL GIRLS
BATTALION NCC &
MURALIDHAR GIRLS
COLLEGE

15

VOTERS DAY RALLY

1 BENGAL GIRLS
BATTALION NCC &
MURALIDHAR GIRLS
COLLEGE

27




NATIONAL LEVEL CAMP

SL.

Title of the activities

Organising unit /agency

Number of teachers
participated in

Number of
students participated

/co]laborating agency/ such activities in the activities

1. NCC REPUBLIC DAY NCC DIRECTORATE 1

CAMP 2020HELD AT NEW

DELHI FROM
1ST JANUARY 2020 TO 29TH
JANUARY 2020

2. SPECIAL NATIONAL 1

INTEGRATION CAMP AT

JAISAMER (RAJASTHAN)

FROM 1ST NOVEMBER 2019 TO
12TH NOVENBER 2019
3. KOLKATA MARATHAN 1 BENGAL GIRLS 1 30
BATTALION NCC
4. | KOKLKATA HALF MARATHON 1 3
FOR SAVE GREEN
5. INTER COLLEGE SPORTS STATE LEVEL 20
6. INTER COLLEGE DEBATE 1
7. INTER COLLEGE DANCE 6
COMPETITION
8. INTER COLLEGE YOUTH 2
PARLIAMENT
SPECIAL TRAINING
.. . Number of teachers Number of
SIL. Title of the activities (31;%:;;:;::5&1?“ /agency participated in students participated
g agency/ such activities in the activities
1. | KOLKATA MARATHON 'FOR KOLKATA POLICE 1 20
SAFE DRIVE SAVE LIFE'
2. KOKATA HALF IDBI @ 1 BENGAL 1 20
MARATHON 21 KM GIRLS BATTALION
NCC

2. | MARATHON FOR GO GREEN 1 3

5 KM AND 10KM




2020 -ONLINE MODE

Organising unit /agenc Number of teachers Number of
SL Title of the activities /c%)]laborftin a e%lc /y participatedin  [students participated
g agency such activities in the activities
1. | CAMPAIGNING FOR COVID 19 1 BENGAL GIRLS 1 5
BATTALION NCC
2. | COVID 19 ONLINE TRAINING INDIA 1 89
GOVERNMENT
3. | SWACHH BHARAT ABHIYAN NCC DIRECTORATE 1 35
4. | INTERNATIONAL YOGA DAY 1 BENGAL GIRLS 1 50
ON 21 ST JUNE 2020 BATTALION NCC
5, TREE PLANTATION 1 BENGAL GIRLS 1 26
BATTALION NCC
6. | WEBINAR ON KARGIL VIJOY 1 BENGAL GIRLS 1 3
DIWAS - 26 JULY 2020 BATTALION NCC
7. ATMANIRVAR VARAT INDIA 1 50
GOVERNMENT
8. FIT INDIA FREEDOM RUN INDIA GOVERNMENT 1 10
FROM 15TH AUGUST TO MINISTRY OF YOUTH
2NDOCTOBER 2020 AFFAIRS AND SPORTS
AND NCC DIRECTORATE
9, FIT INDIA FREEDOM FOR INDIA GOVERNMENT 1 10
YOGA MINISTRY OF YOUTH
AFFAIRS AND SPORTS
AND NCC DIRECTORATE
10. FIT INDIA FREEDOM INDIA GOVERNMENT 4
DANCE MINISTRY OF YOUTH
AFFAIRS AND SPORTS
AND NCC DIRECTORATE
11.| BE VOCAL ABOUT LOCAL MINISTRY OF 1 30
CERTIFICATE ELECTRONICS AND
INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
12.| INTERNATIONAL WEBINAR SCOTISH CHURCH 1
ON 'COVID-19 PANDEMIC: COLLEGE
IMPACT ON ECONOMY AND
EDUCATION'
13. INTER COLLEGE SONG K K DAS 5
COMPETITION COLLEGE
14. INTER COLLEGE SONG SHIBNATH SASTRI 2
COMPETITION COLLEGE

9




ACHIEVEMENT

SL.

Title of the activities

Organising unit /agency
/collaborating agency/

Number of teachers
participated in
such activities

Number of
students participated
in the activities

1. NCC AUDIT 1 BENGAL GIRLS 1 50
BATTALION NCC
2. NCC BEST CADET 1
3. DG COMMANDATION DG NCC 1
4. NCC BEST CADET 1
5. | GOVERNORS MEDAL WINNER | NCC DIRECTORATE 5 1
WEST BENGALI & SIKKIM
6. | DUTY AT GOVERNERS MEDAL 1 4

NSS also stands tall with their efforts during “AMPHAN”, COVID — 19 awareness.
So, on introspection, I feel that if you are transparent in your actions and accountable to yourself the

students can step forward for a successful future with complete guidance from their professors.
Adjustability being the keyword to the current Covid -19 scenario, my students have fared well on the whole

with their head held high coping with the new normal mode on teaching and humane activities to shape into

aperfecthuman being

Dr. Kinjalkini Biswas
Principal

Muralidhar Girls' College
Kolkata
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Address on behalf of the IQAC Team 2020, Muralidhar Girls' College

The idea of an E-Magazine was conceived of in January, 2021, by the IQAC of Muralidhar Girls'
College and the Principal of Muralidhar Gitls' College, Dr Kinjalkini Biswas. Inspired by het
leadership, the initial idea was brought to fruition by the entire Magazine Committee who bravely
foughtagainst the challenges thrown in their path by the pandemic to give shape and form to the digital
version of the magazine.

A magazine serves a community-building role within the context of an institution. This yeat's
edition, especially, will be remembered for being the fruit of togetherness and cooperation in the midst
of distance and isolation. While the batch of first year students excitedly joined their new college this
academic session, they were unfortunately deprived of a chance to familiarise themselves with their
new family, at least physically. While they made their new friends through online classes and sessions,
this magazine will bring the college closer to them even as they participate in the process, contribute
towardsitand finally peruse the magazine in the college website.

The magazine will offer a chance to all students and staff to remember the year that we managed to
make fruitful despite the limitations that were thrown in the face of the entire world. This edition of the
magazine is a testament to the spirit of resourcefulness, creativity, resilience and productivity that the
students and staff of Muralidhar Girls' College have shown in the face of adversity.

Lastbutnot theleast I would like to extend my heartfelt thanks to the Editorial Board of the College
Magazine for extending their untiring support and effort, without which this online version of the
college magazine wouldn'thave been possible.

Dr.Suvasree Dutta (Dasgupta)
IQAC Co-ordinator
Muralidhar Girls' College
Kolkata.




Muralidhar Girls' College
A Report on National Social Scheme Activities 2019-2020

National Service Scheme(NSS) is a student oriented programme and itis complementary to education.
This is an excellent academic extension as it inculcates the spirit of voluntary work among students and
teachers through continuous community interaction and service. At present, academic institutions
have come closer to the society. A close association between the campus and community, the college
andvillage, knowledge and action has been made possible through this scheme. The overallaim of NSS
atcollegelevelis the Personality Development of under graduate students through community service.
It helps to attain the aims of Higher Education system as mentioned in Mudaliar commission and
orients the youth to community service.

On 24thSeptember, 1969, Dr. VKRV Rao, then Union Education Minister, introduced National Service
Schemein 37 universities to imbibe the spirit of serving the societyatlarge. In 1973, Calcutta University
introduced NSS in its different colleges. NSS has been envisaged to inculcate the social welfare
thoughts among the students and to provide service to the society without any bias. The youth of any
country is a vital resource of the nation, beaming with energy. However, this energy without a proper
direction has often proved to be disastrous; and therefore, NSS with the principle of 'Education
through Community Service' is formed. Our motto can be very simply expressed in a single sentence
“Not me but you”. Through NSS activities the volunteers learn a lot about the community. They are
exposed to people from different culture and socio-economic backgrounds and develop an insightinto
the problems of community. NSS holds a significant partin the process of formation of the personality
of the future generation. Interaction with the common people will expose them to the realities of life
and bring about a change in the social perception, with a view to harmonious development of the
students through community service. NSS undertakes various constructive programmes like AIDS
awareness, afforestation, blood donation camps, cleanliness of our environment, disaster
management, women empowerment, health camp etc.

Abrief overview of theactivities conductedin the year 2019-20is mentioned hereunder:

On 26.07.2019, approximately 30 NSS volunteers joined a rally to Rabindra Sarovar for “Save Green,
Stay Clean” awareness campaign, an initiative by West Bengal Government. This is an ongoing project
of the state with the objective of preserving the greeneryand keeping the environmentclean.

Wetland systems provide a diversity of beneficial ecosystem services for society. Maltreatment of man
inevitablyaffects the natural character of our environment. A workshop on “Eco hydrology of Kolkata
with special reference to Rabindra Sarovar”, was organised by Kolkata Metropolitan Development
Authority in association with West Bengal Pollution Control Board on 31.08.2019, approximately 6
NSS volunteers attended the workshop.

World Suicide Prevention Day is observed on 10" September. On 08.09.2019, approximately 20
volunteers have joined a rally for “Go yellow Kolkata” campaign organised by Life Line foundation, an
NGO that provides telephone counselling to mentally distressed individuals. The objective was to
spread awareness about mental health issues and to remove the stigma attached to suicide and
depression.
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Every year our NSS volunteers participate in different programme on Gender Sensitisation.
0On07.09.2019 and 08.09.2019 Swayam organised a two-day workshop on Gender sensitization.
Approximately 5 NSS volunteers attended that workshop on both days consecutively.

On 24.09.2019 approximately 10 volunteers attended NSS Golden Jubilee Celebration at university of
Calcutta.

On 01.12.2019, two programme officers, Dr. Minati Saha and Dr. Sampriti Biswas went to Delhi to
receive the Best Red Ribbon Club Award on behalf of University of Calcuttaon World Aids Day. Under
the University of Calcutta, Muralidhar Girls' College was selected for this prestigious award.

On 3.12.2019, approximately 30 NSS volunteers with two Programme officers and some other NSS
Committee members have joined a rally for the celebration of International day of persons with
disabilities, organised by DAF.

On 22.01.2020 a celebration of National Youth Day and International Aids Day was organised by NSS
unit-Tand unit-II.

On 20.02.2020 and 04.03.2020, Blood donation Camps were organised by two NSS units in association
with Nil Ratan Sircar Medical College & Hospital. On first day nearly 52 and on second day nearly 70
donors have donated their blood and approximately 15 volunteers participated in the event on both
days.Mainly the students, teachers, non teaching staff and few business men running business near

collegelocality voluntarily participated in the programme.

Cyclone Amphan, hit West Bengal on 20" May claiming 86 lives and affecting over 10 million people in
the eastern Indian state. The powerful storm ripped through eastern India and neighbouring
Bangladesh.On 20.06.2020 NSS units contributed relief materials in Amphan affected areas of south
24 parganas south, West Bengal.

The aims and objectives of NSS in higher education is highly emphasised in this institution, which in
turn create social responsibility among the students. Different activities are organised and conducted
every year under National Service Scheme to give an extension dimension to the higher education
system and orient the student youth to community service. NSS offers them the opportunity to prepare
themselves forlargerlife while they study in Higher education institutions.

Dr. Minati Saha

Programme Officer of NSS Unit I

&

Dr. Sampriti Biswas
Programme Officer of NSS Unit I1
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MURALIDHAR GIRLS' COLLEGE

NCC REPORT 2019-2020

Year 2019

Every year students attend different state camps, national camps training camps and adventurous
camps. In these camps cadets share their views, cultures and way of living with other cadets. These have
made them more secular, open minded and confident. After joining NCC, the students of our college
have become more courageous, disciplined and they can show their worth by becoming one of the best
inevery subject they have pursued.

STATE LEVEL CAMP

Combined Annual Training camp was organized by 1 Bengal Girls Bn NCC
held at Birlapur Vidyalaya from 27" May 2019 to 5" June 2019.27 Cadets
along with me participated in various training camps and successfully
completed the competition

N2

% CadetTiyasaMondal stood firstin solo Song Competition

# Cdt Tiyasa Mondal and Cadet Arshi Dey stood 1" in Group song
competition

% Cadet Pallami Das, Cadet Smita Halder, Cadet Khusbu Parvene, Cadet
Susmita Halder, Cadet Suhana Sultana and Cadet Smritikana Shaw
participated in Group Dance Competition and got runners up prize.

N2

% Sgt Priyanka Naskar was selected best Cadet Quarter master and won a
medal as senior

N2

% Cadetltisha Bhowmick gotspecial prize

N2

%# CadetSmita Halder selected for TSCRifle shooting training

Combined Annual Training Camp KC-2 was organized by 20 Bengal Bn NCC held at Fakir Chandra
College ,Diamond Harbour from 9" August 2019 to 18th August 2019.0Our cadets JUO Shubhechha
Pattayanayak, JUO Tuktuki Rui Das ,I./CpLTiyasa Mondal, Cadets Hrittika Ghosh successfully
completed the camp. JUO Subhechha Pattayanayak ,Cadet Tiyasa Mondal were selected for RDC-1GC
training camp.

Combined Annual Training Camp KC-2 was organized by 20 Bengal Bn NCC held at Fakir Chandra
College, Diamond Harbour from 9" August 2019 to 18th August 2019.Our cadets JUO Shubhechha
Pattayanayak, JUO Tuktuki Rui Das, I/CpL Tiyasa Mondal, Cadets Hrittika Ghosh successfully
completed the camp. JUO Subhechha Pattayanayak, Cadet Tiyasa Mondal were selected for RDC-1GC
training camp.

RDC Inter Group Competition was held at Combined Annual Training Camp Kalyani, organised by 14
Bengal Bn NCC from 11th November to 21st November 2019.0ur Cadets JUO Shubheccha
Pattayanayak and Sgt Tiyasa Mondal participated in this camp and represented Kolkata C group . They
stood firstin Group Dance Competition. They were also selected for next pre—Republic Day Camp.

ReEublic Day Camp I'was organized by 14 Bengal Ba NCCheld at NCC training Academy Kalyani from
17" Nov to 26th Nov2019. Our cadets JUO Shubhechha Pattayanayak and Sgt. Tiyasa Mondal
participated and Sgt Tiyasa Mondal was selected for next Pre RDCII camp.

Pre Republic-Day Camp III with CATC XVI was organized by 14 Bengali Bn NCC and held at NCC
Training Academy, Kalyani from 27 the Nov to 6 the Dec 2019. Sgt Tiyasa Mondal successfully
completed the camp and was selected for the next camp.

14



Combined Annual Trading Camp was held at Lakshmi's Kantapur school. Our cadets Tanu Gupta, Piu
Kanji AzefaSah and Mandira Sarkar successfully completed the camp.

CATC -KL -XVI&Pre RDC -III was organized by 6 Bengal Bn NCC held at NCC Training Academy
Kalyani. Sgt Tiyasa Mondal successfully completed this camp and was selected for next camp. CATC
KL -XVIII & Pre RDC IV was organized by 6 Bengal Bn NCC and held at same NCC Training
Academy Kalyani. Sgt Tiyasa Mondal successfully completed that camp and finally she was selected for
Republic Day Camp Delhi 2020.

ADVENTURE ACTIVITIES

Aim of adventure activities is to develop special qualities of courage among the Cadets.

Rock Climbing Camp was organized by Institute of
Exploration held at Susunia hill from 27" January to 17
February 2019.

SUO Nasifa Ali, JUO Sagufa Ali, SUO Shrabanti Kar
participated in Advance Course.

Cadet Triparna Paul, Cadet Puja Naskar participated in Basic
Rock-Climbing Camp.

It was a very proud moment for us that JUO Reshme Akter
was selected for All India NCC Mountaineering ILadies
Expedition organized by Director General NCC Delhi. held
from27" May to June 2019.

SPECIAL TRAINING

B

Our 1 Cadet Cdt Suchismita SUO Reshme Akter also successfully completed the Advanced
Bera participated in First Mountaineering Course  with Grade A at Himalayan
Aid & Home Nursing Mountaineering Institute Darjeeling.

Training at Command

Hospital from 18" January

th
to 29" January 2019 15



We celebrated Calcutta University
foundation Day 2019 on 24" January 2019

We organized an Awareness rally on
25" January 2019 votersDay

Our two Cadets Sgt Reshme Akter and CPL Diya Mondal successfully completed
the Army Attachment Camp at Barrackpur from January 2019 to February 2019

16



Our 21 Cadets participated in Kolkata
Police Marathon for “SAFE DRIVE
SAVE LIFE ¢

Our 21 Cadets participated in
Pinkathon on February 2019

Yoga for Harmony & Peaca

30 Cadets from our College participated in International Yoga on 21" June 2019

17



KargilVijoyDiwas was celebratedon 26" July 2019 through poster making and lecture.

NATIONAL LEVEL CAMP

Through NIC camp the cadets started understanding one another welland
importance of living in harmony and co-operation. Common culture is an
important element in the formation and development of nationality.

SOCIAL SERVICE & COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT

JUO TinaBanerjee participated in Social service is an important aspect of our training
Rajasthan EBSB Camp
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Our 30 cadets participated in
Awareness Rally on 2™ March 2019

25 NCC cadets volunteered in
Durand Cup Duty in August 2019
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Blood Donation camp wasorganized by Our 20 cadets participated in
NCC on Dec 2019 at NCC Club House Cancer Awareness Rally 2019
.CPL Smita Halder and Cadet Mandira

Sarkar donated blood and received

certificate.

Swaach Bharat Aviyaan at College Premises
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Our 10 cadets participated in GO Yellow for save drive safe life

Achievements:-2019

-

- -
w SUO Sonali Halder was selected for
" Republic Day Camp 2019 at Delhi
as lead Singer of West Bengal &

Sikkim Directorate.
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SUO MituaSarkar wasselected best
shooter from

University of Calculate She also awarded
Governors Medal in the year 2019

SUO Sonali Halder stood 3™
in Inter College signing
Competition organized by
KK Das College

SUO Sonali Halderstood 17 in Inter College Singing Competition
Utkarso 2019 organised by Netaji Nagar Day College.
Cadet T Mondal stood 2™ in Inter College Singing with instruments.

Throw on 28" January
2019 (District Level)
under University of
Calcutta organizedby
Basanti Devi College.

Cadet CPL Puja Mondal wasselected for
CWS (Cadet Welfare Scholarship)from
NCC for the year 2019



We won the runners up cup in Inter College KhoKho
Competition 2019 organized by Netaji Nagar Day College

Result of CATC Birlapur
- .-Ji{,_ —_———— i

Cadets Tiyasa Mondal stood firstin solo song
Competition.
Our cadets Cadet Tiyasa Mondal and Cadet §&
Arshi Dey stood first in Group song
Competition.
Our cadets CDT. Pallami Das, Smita Halder,
CDT Khusbu Parveen, CDT. Suhana
Sultana, CDT. Susmita Halder, CDT
Smritikana Shaw participated in Group |
Dance Competition and stood first among
SW cadets.
Sgt. Priyanka Naskar selected for cadet
quarter master and got medal as senior.
Cadet litisha Bhowmick got special prize for . - .
SUO ReshmeAkter wasselected for All India Ladies

mimicty . Expedition organized by DG NCC
Cadets Smita Halder selected for TSC training for good ﬁrmg.
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Cadet Sanjukta Chakraborty a was JUO Tina Banerjee stood 1 st in Inter College Debate
awarded Best Marshalin  Inter Competition on 9" August 2019 organized by Prafulla
college Youth Parliament Chandra College.

Competition on 17" September
2019 organized by youth affairs
department with  St. Xaviers
College.

Two of our cadets JUO
ShubhechhaPattanayak andCPL Tiyasa
Mondal participated in Inter Group
Competition (Republic Day Camp 2020)
from November 2019 at Kalyani .They
stood first in Group Dance Competition

We successfully completed our Educational Audit
in the year 2019. We were selected from 1Bengal
girls Bn NCC on 18" September 2019 then from
Kolkata C Group on 21" September 2019
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SUO Reshme Akter was selected
as Group Level Best Cadet

SUO Reshme Akter was awarded
D G Commendation on
December 2019 for her overall
performance in NCC

YEAR 2020

Every year our NCC Cadets actively participate in various NCC Training camps and social services. As we all
know that 2020 was different from other years, since we are all facing Covid 19 ,the disease caused by novel
corona virus. To the control the pandemic we all stayed at home. During lockdown period, our NCC cadets
participated in various training and social services through virtual mode. In both online and offline mode,

our cadets successfully completed their duty.

Our Cadet SUO Tiyasa Mondal successfully
completed Republic Day Camp 2020 at Delhi as
representative of West Bengal and Sikkim Dte. and
received blazer, uniform, suitcase, tracksuit etc.

Our Cadet participated in 21 km
Half Marathon organized by IDBI.
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Our Cadets JUO Shubhuchha Pattayanayak, CPL
Sucharita Sarkar, Cadet Riya Mallick, and Cadet Sonia
Ghosh participated in Inter College Dance
Competition at Vijaygarh Jyotish Ray College.

Our Cadet SUO Sonali Halder and
Cadet Sunot Naiya donated blood.

Our cadets participated in Inter College Kho Kho and Athletics organized by Asutosh College, CU.

T
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During Lockdown period our 83 (Ex and regular) cadets along with myself participated in
Covid -19 training for NCC cadets under Government of India and received IGOT
Certificates on and from April 2020.
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Our cadets and myself participated in Tree Plantation Duty in their respective areas after
Amphanstorm for recovery of damaged treeson  July 2020 under 1 Bengal Girls Bn NCC.

Our cadets along with myself
participated in International Yoga on 21"
June 2020 through online mode under
Ayush Mantrak, Government of West
Bengal.

Our cadets along
with myself
celebrated Kargil
Vijoy Diwas on 26"
July 2020 through
Online Mode.

Orline-Campetitidharere
:nrjﬂe Ladets
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We all took pledge on 10"
August 2020 for

Stay At Home, Be Vocal About Local Atrr}zl.nirvar. Varat .and

Save Lives Pledge Contifioate participated in Atmanirvar

Varat campaign under

e Ministry of Information
.-._......,q,m;ik;.:_..u.,......--. .“L::_,. and Technology. Our
e PRSI R m] T cadets Arshi Dey and
i e o et Prncia Ghosh ereated
o 5 nm § o YOO video on 12" August 2020.
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We all participated in
Swaach Bharat Aviyan
by poster making
through digital media.

We participated in state
level webinar on
'Challenges and Relief

Jointly Crrganised by

measures In the Days Of NEC & NSS Unit Prabl Jagatbandhu College Howrah
o : i 1
Pandemic : The Role of wﬂw‘“‘”’w e

— s T COLLEGE hay participated in a One
This 1 ta cercly thar CaBL. KARER) ROV Wmmuuu PANDEMIC : THE

*CHALLENGES LIEF
mﬁ M&Imm“ﬂuuﬂudjﬂnm by NCG & NSS Unit, Prabhu mmcnuq-.mm an Bh

Appguse 2020,

NSS and NCC' ON 8"
August organized by Pravu
Jagat Bandhu College,
Howrah.
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Certificate of Participation

This Is certified that  KABERI ROY, ANO MCC, MURALIDHAR GIRLS COLLEGE
has attended the Webinar on “Memal Health Consequences of Covid-19 and Waiys of
Coping With Them™ organised by 1QAC, Bagran College on August B Saturday 0
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Independence Day
was celebrated
through online mode.
Song, dance, poster
making competition
was undertaken in
online mode

I had attended a
webinar on '"Mental
Health Consequences
of Covid 19 and Ways
of Coping with
Them' on 12th August
2020, organised by
Bagnan college.




SUIC - TIVASA MONDAL |

Forl
We participated in Fit India Movement under Government of India and received
certificates. Run, Yoga, Karate, Dance was performed.

Our Cadets participated in Inter College Song and poster competition through online mode organized
by Charuchandra College and Vijoygarh Jyotish Ray College.
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I participated in the International Webinar on “Covid - 19 Pandemic: Impact on Economy and
Education” organised by the Department of Business Administration, in collaboration with the
Internal Quality Assurance Cell (IQAC), Scottish Church College on 31" August 2020.

30



S U T T

= = L — whze

—_— Mational Cducation Poallcy
g--_ 1 g

CPL Rittika Ghosh and
myself were selected for
online EBSB camp from

SWARAT SHRES,, 25" Sept 2020 to 29"
Pa &y .
R = Sept 2020 and received
ot i
@ certificates
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CAMP CONDUCTED BY :
16 BEMGAL BN NCC. SILIGURI / NCC GROUP HEAD QUARTERS. DARJEELING
(NCC DIRECTORATE WEST BENGAL & SIKKIM)
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| BENGAL GIRLS
BN N Carees kil C torats WHB & SIKKIM

ONLINE EXK BHARAT SHRESHTH BHARAT - 11
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-
D D Do A e T

Sgt. Praneta Ghosh participated online
EBSB Camp from 2" November 2020
to 7" November 2020.
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Our Achievements
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Our Cadet JUO Tuktuki Rui Das won 3 rd prize in inter college long jump competition district
level and Cadet Sonali Pandit won Third prize in 1500 metre race organized by Asutosh College
under University of Calcutta in the year 2020.

.G MED= WHOTE 5 P
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SUO Reshme Akter won the Governors medal for bravery
in NCC in the year 2020.
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Cadet Paramita Rui Das
Received CWS scholarship
from NCC for the year 2019

SUO ReshmeAkter
received cash award

from DG NCC

Thanks to all the cadets who actively participated in both online and offline programs and received
certificate or award. Wishing them good luck for a bright and prosperous future.
Captain Kaberi Roy
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CAMPUS NEWS

Al human wisdom is contained in these two words, 'Wait and Hope'.” Sometimes, like times such as these, when
the hours seem to collapseinto one another and the days just roll on, the profound wisdom contained in
the words of one of the leading authors of the French Romantic Movement, Alexander Dumas, guide
us through the dark tunnels of life.

Life has come to a grinding halt with the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic. The ever jubilant
college days have undergone a sudden pause not only in education but in life itself - a fatal pause
mankind has notseenin manyahundred years.

But we ate all brave hearts in our own ways, or so say the students and teachers of Muralidhar Gitrls'
College who are finding their own ways to beat the gloom. When education seemed to have gone for a
toss, we here believed in the age old adage — ““The show must go on.” Despite the eerie silence in public
spaces, despite the inescapable deaths that should weigh heavily on the consciences of public officials,
even despite the authoritarian tendencies of too many leaders, we the students and teachers are trying
hard notto slipinto dystopia.

On 16th March 2020, all the schools and colleges nationwide had shut their doors, as people ran for
their lives, hiding indoors as the new phrase of “social distancing” crept into our vocabularies. India
suffered a complete lockdown from 25" of March, which shifted all our attentions from education,
work, luxury and lifestyle to hoarding amenities and in simply trying to survive. In this regard, colleges
and universities across India cancelled or rescheduled their academic activities such as conferences,
workshops, and other academic and sports activities as the universities and colleges then needed to
protect their students and faculty.

It took us weeks to clearly comprehend our situation. Since the lockdown and the restriction of
movement came about, we began reading books and binge-watching TV shows. However, due to this
lockdown of colleges and universities, it was evident that the time had come to go with online teaching
methods by the teachers. Many teachers and students have been interested and excited to go with the
online delivery mode or with online teaching. The virtual teachingand learning method had started long
back in India, perhaps after watching the success in Western countries, and now the country
implemented it. Although it took a while for both faculty and student to accommodate themselves with
the online method, but a couple of online teaching courses and webinars arranged by the Universities
and Colleges across the globe enabled us to become acquainted with the new system.

Muralidhar Girls' College did not fall back upon the new normal in style and technique of education.
Our college motto “Atmadipobhava” inspired us more and more to inculcate in ourselves the faculties
to accommodate the new methods of teaching and learning. Our college began its course of virtual
teaching on Google Meet and Zoom, with uploading adequate study materials and notes beneficial for
the students upon the college website. A plethora of online lectures were uploaded on the college You-
Tube page to facilitate the students who could not find ample internet connectivity to attend hour long
classes, especially post the Amphan disaster.

The college further organized a webinar on “Pandemics in Indian Society” in the month of June, 2020,
which helped in grasping the situation around us. Faculties and teachers continued to participate and
present in webinars across the country to not only enrich their intellectual faculties but also to better
understand the new methods. Several departments like Zoology, Geography, Chemistry, Education,
History, Bengali and Political Science held webinars for both students and teachers alike to increase and
impart knowledge on the pandemic situation. An inter-college E-quiz organized in the month of
September, 2020, received agood response from all nearby colleges.

The National Service Scheme (NSS) Committee of Muralidhar Girls' College has played an active role
in the service to humanity in such trying times. They primarily organized a webinar for the purpose of
spreading awareness for the pandemic in collaboration with the I'T Cell of the college in the month of
August, 2020. The NSS units lent their hands in contributing masks, gloves and sanitizers in the
Gariahatarea with the help of Gariahat P.S. in the month of September, 2020. They did not even fail to
contribute Relief materials in the Amphan affected areas of South 24 Parganas, West Bengal, in the

month of June.
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Restricting ourselves not only with academic droning, Muralidhar Girls' College did not fail to organize
the programs to celebrate Rabindra Jayanti, 22e-Shrabon, Teachers' Day, Founder's Day, birth
anniversary of Vivekananda, Women's day, Yoga day, as well as Farewells, online. Students participated
in self defense workshops, essay competitions, quiz competitions, painting competitions and
photography competitions online, bringing accolades for the college. Even Orientation Program and
Fresher's Welcome for the new session of 2020-2021 was held online on Google Meet in December,
with parallel streaming on You-tube. Though noton campus, the sparkle was noless!

As times rolled on, and despite lockdown being lifted with five Unlock strategies adopted by the
government, the colleges still saw no face of the sun to return their faculties and students on campus.
Gettingaccustomed with the new-normal, the first online examination for the final years Under 1+1+1
system was held in the month of October, 2020. The new sessionunder CBCS -2020-21 began online in
the month of December, 2020 and online examinations followed fot the consecutive semesters in the
month of March, 2021. The next semesters quickly kicked in, in the month of April 2021, without
respite from the pandemic, as online classes still continue for the year.

The future of virtual learning seems to be vibrant as number of students and faculty are showing
interest in these teaching and learning methods. However, there is a serious impact on assessment and
evaluation due to shifting from face-to-face teaching methods to online teaching methods. The
COVID-19 pandemic might have created a serious impact on the careers of the students who are going
to be university graduates this year, since the students who are graduated recently are going to face
severe challenges of the global recession caused by the COVID-19 pandemic crisis. This outbreak has
created problems and damaged the lives of many people across the world. The increase of cases
worldwide and across India has created a sense of anxiety and uncertainty among the students and
faculty about what is going to happen. This has led to immense stress among the faculty and the
students and especially among the student parents till now as there are no proper guidelines or any
particular time when and how the spread of this coronavirus will be stopped.

Though the environment got ameliorated with low pollution levels, this unexpected lockdown has
takena toll on our students' mental health. As the effects of lockdown can affect college students due to
fear, anxiety and stress, our college propounds innovative ways of teaching, using ICT methods, audio-
visual study and holding psychological counseling sessions for the students facing dire psychological
crises. However, it appears in approximation that the focus on studies has reduced in 60% of students
compared to pre-lockdown times. 54 % of the students felt that the time that they got during the
lockdown helped them to relax and refocus. Academically, 54% felt less confident and less prepared
academically to face an examination. Between the junior and senior college students, 60% of the
seniors felt that their focus on studies had decreased due to the delay in academic calendar. The senior
students felt less confident in their academics. 47 % of the students felt that this lockdown had given
them the opportunity to spend more time with their loved ones, while 28% felt that they were able to
spend time with oneself. 41 % of the students felt that the world looked bleak post-lockdown. On the
otherhand, 30% felt there was a bright future, while 29% feltit will be the same as before.

When one hits the low in life, one sees who really shows up for you. Many appreciate the family
members and friends and teachers who have been there for them during tough times. We the students
and teachers of Muralidhar Gitls' College, reconstruct our motto to keep our spirits up and continue
our battle against this pandemic. We pledge not to forget our friends and stand beside them in times of
need, volunteer ourselves to stop this apocalypse. We continue to learn, to teach, to help and never to
yield!

Rimika Banerjee
Faculty.
Dept. of English.
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REMINISCENCE : PHOTO GALLERY OF COLLEGE EVENTS

MOU WITH SHIVNATH SHASTRI
COLLEGE

COLLEGE REUNION 2019
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REMINISCENCE : PHOTO GALLERY OF COLLEGE EVENTS

MOU WITH NETAJI NAGAR COLLEGE

- Iibl

CELEBRATION OF
MATRIBHASHA DIBOSH 2020

¢

ANNUAL SOCIAL 2020
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MATIOMAL 5ERVICE SCHEME

NSS ACTIVITY IN THE GARIAHAT PS. AREA

CELEBRATION OF WORLD HEALTH DAY 2021

DISTRIBUTION OF MASKS AND SANITISERS
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ON GOING ONLINE CLASSES
AT THE SCIENCE SECTION ROCK CLIMBING BY STUDENTS 2020
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Coming out as a feminist

2020 was undoubtedly a bad year, in fact, the worst that we had hoped for. Yet it taught us some
important life lessons. I am grateful that 2020 happened in my life. It finally made me come out as a
feminist, strongly and withoutany apprehension.

Itis not that I wasn't a feminist, in fact, I was one right from the beginning but like many other women
and men, I was afraid to proclaim myself as one because of the regressive men and the toxic women
existing in our society and social media- men and women who constantly gaslight and manipulate the
feminist men and women online and offline. However, all this changed in 2020, when I saw misogyny
live on my social media feed- the space that I had just begun to explore post boards, and the condition is
horrible. There were rape apologists busy in justifying rape as 'the poor man couldn't control himself,
after all, he too has urges', people who glorified rape as something beautiful, and lastly people who
denied that rapes existed and blamed it all on 'feminism which gives women the right to file fake rape
cases.' I also saw white institutionalized and internalized misogyny that wanted a restoration of the
'good old patriarchy' where men worked and women didn't, and when seeing this misogyny became
common, I let go of my fears and finally came out as the 'feminist type'- a term that is used by many
misogynistic and privileged individuals while taking digs at feminism. I am no longer apologetic.
Feminism has given many women like me, the space to enjoy 'male' things like rap, action scenes, biking
(which I hope to learn someday), and still enjoy the beauty of being a female. For me, feminism means
blurring the gender stereotypes which includes not feeling weird when a man cries or wears pink and not
being disgusted when a woman comes across as assertive while sporting a cropped black top or even a
lehenga. It taught me to look at cooking, cleaning, and taking care of one's family as something that
everyone should doand notjust women.

In a world where most of the words depicting individual and collective existence are named after men,
such as huMAN, MANkind, MANpower, woMAN, feMALE, sHE; it feels liberating to associate with
an ideology exclusively named after women while not excluding males. The boy's locker room and the
girls' locker room that soon followed the former, made me see the misogyny more clearly while the
reactions made me realize how skewed the conceptof equality was, evenin 2020, even when women are
gradually coming to occupy important positions socially and politically. A girl using a fake id and
planning a rape against her self is horrible no doubt; but one fake rape comment does not negate the
entire existence of the boys'locker room nor does it diminish the gravity of the sexual comments that
were made by a couple of male teenagers coming from privileged homes, against underage women. It
does not justify the threats given by these young teens when they were exposed by a couple of women
and ahacker who acted as the whistle blower for this case. Alot of support pouredin for the 'kids'at that
time and there were people who justified it by saying things like how everyone in their teens has behaved
this way but they didn't mean any harm and some even went on to say that feminism wished to destroy
heterosexuality and that not every male who talks trash about women s a rapist or turns out to be one. It
was the glorification of the already existing toxic rape culture. The gitls'locker room however drew only
condemnation and disgust. Funnily, it got everyone talking and questioning why everyone was silent
aboutit. What was surprising was that male harassment was used as a weapon to invalidate and trivialize
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female harassment, and in the social media system of likes and retweets, the truth got distorted to the
extent of getting lost and once again the conversation around female harassment and the need for
change was disrupted and derailed by trolls.

Yes, women do rape and harass, and denying it is patriarchal because of the existing assumption that
women are too 'weak' to rape and men are too 'strong' and 'masculine' to be raped. But using male rapes
asaweapon to trivialize female rapes, is wrong and feminism enabled me to see sexual violenceina clear
and balanced light. Unsurprisingly, none of the males who were objectified in the girls' locker room
were asked to be careful, shut down their social media, or questioned about why they put such pictures
up. In the other case, the teenage victims were rampantly slut-shamed and told that they deserved it.
There were also questions about why should women be respected because respect should be earned and
I wondered about the technique to earn respect from random strangers who catcall and eve-teased
women. Then, I realized I was a feminist when I found myself getting angry over this differential
treatment.

I have stopped being apologetic about being a feminist. I no longer say things like 'T am also a feminist,
butIbelieve in equality, 'Tam a feminist but I don't hate men', etc. I have realized now that I can't be held
responsible for people being tooill-informed and being too privileged. [ am a feminist and that's it.

Feminism is not faulty but the way we perceive equality for women in a male-dominated world does end
up being faulty at times. After years of objectification, sexualization, and dehumanization, it seems
difficult to envisage what equal treatment and respecting women could look like and how careful one
should be while treading the line between equal treatment and the dangerous idea of benevolent
sexism. Being born as a woman does not guarantee her existence as a feminist, women who look down
and slut-shame other women at work-places or women who prefer male colleagues than their female
counterparts or even mothers who are happier when a son is born to them and treat their sons better
than their daughters, are not feminists.

Feminism taught me that it is okay to hate regressive women and men who go crazy when a woman is
exercising autonomy over her body. I have stopped feeling apprehensive about the fact that I rightfully
hate sexual violence and want women to have autonomy over their personal and professional lives and
their bodies. No woman deserves to be patronized just because she is a woman. I don't find it shameful
that I want a partner who will share household chores with me even if he is a millionaire because no
matter how much he earns, the house will belong to both of us and will have to be taken care of by both.
And yes, Ilike men who don't sexualize, objectify and treat women like pieces of meat; and I know that
my wants are not utopic but something that should have been the norm before misogyny and patriarchy
took over. I see myself as intelligent and as capable as a man and not just as some baby-producing
machine. I don't believe that women only indulge in cat-fights, are all about make-up, are bad drivers,
and spend their time putting each other down. I know and I believe that strong women will uplift each
other and respect their sisterhood while retaining their assertiveness because positive traits have no
gender.

I do want misogynistic and dismissive men who feel that misandry and misogyny are problems of the

same magnanimity to educate themselves. Thereisalot of difference between something thathasbeen
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going on for centuries and something that hasn't even developed into a problem (misandry). Thereisa
difference between misogyny and a terrible woman, and people who can't understand the difference
need to introspect about their privileges. Unlike misandry, there is a whole culture across the world
having misogyny in varied proportions, and in some countries, itis the only culture that people swear by
and glorify.

I'am thankful to 2020 for making me a feminist officially. I am proud of thislabel and notapologetic for
people being ill-informed and privileged. 2020 gave me a flavor of both white misogyny and Indian
misogyny. Both of them are horrible and problematic justatdifferentlevels. Maybeit's crazy, but I want
equality even in heterosexual relationships. I want heterosexuality to exist without women being
dehumanized as sex objects... I believe that men should have the choice of being house husbands and
talking about their harassment and women should have the choice of continuing job post marriage.
Traditional women shouldn't be put on a pedestal and liberated women shouldn't be shamed. A man
doesn't need to be 'masculine and as long as he does not cause harm to any woman or any other

gender/human, heis free to exist the way he wants.
This is my equality and I am proud of it.

Hencea feministsigns off.

Sansthita Chattopadhyay
Department of Psychology,First Year
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E-dating: marketing for a partner

With the power to define and redefine society, the internet takes a toll on human relationships.

“The Internet is the first thing that humanity has built that humanity doesn't understand, the largest
experimentinanarchy thatwe have everhad.” — Eric Schmidt, former executive chairman of Alphabet
Inc.

The world before us changed before we could even comprehend those changes. The cultures started to
evolve digitally in a more tangible form giving rise to digital culture- culture created by interactivity
with different people, sharing believes and knowledge via online platforms. With media manipulation
as a constant factor, our idea of bonds, finding love, maintaining a stable relationships, everything
changed.

With the invention of dating apps, the entire process of dating changed, affecting mostly the
teenagers.

With anaim to bring the LGBTQ+ community closer and to help them find their partner, the system of
online dating evolved into something thatis hampering the ideologies of a romantic relationship. The
post-modern era witnessed the formation of new kind of relationship- relationshipsbased on the
concept of marketing. Dating has now become marketing. Just like on amazon Or eBay, where while
buying Bluetooth speakers (say), you would surf item after item, save them in your wish list, compare
them, select the desired one, and then finally buy it. Dating apps work similarly. .What we are doing can
also be termed as marketingfor a desirable 'date'. Keeping the desired preferences in our mind, we look
for the 'ideal partner’ matching our preference list. This superficial, fast and easy way of finding love is
disintegrating the true value of bonds and relationships, resulting in weaker bonds, toxicity in
relationships,acute bitternessinlife and frustration.

Dating apps became an exciting endeavour for teens because they were influenced by the idea of love,
presented to them in popular movies, books or series - love can happen anytime and anywhere even
within a moment. Such a shallow definition of romantic relationships misses out the most important
thing- slow growth of bonds.

A fruit that ripens in a few days with the help of a chemically catalysed growth booster, is harmful for
consumption, in contrast to the healthier fruits that takes time to grow.

The same philosophy is applicable in building human relationships. Relationships built up in haste are
brittle from the core and are bound to shatter anytime. Misguided by the dating apps and their fast
means of findinga partner, the teens of the time are followinga 'hitand trial' method of relationships.

“Understanding knowledge as an essential element of love is vital because we are bombarded daily with
messages that tell us love is about mystery, about that which cannot be known. We see movies in which
people are represented as being in love who never talk with one another, who fall into bed without ever
discussing their bodies, their sexual needs, their likes and dislikes. Indeed, the message is received from
the mass media is that knowledge makes love less compelling; that it is ignorance that gives love its
erotic and transgressive edge. These messages are brought to us by profiteering producers who have no
clue about the art of loving, who substitute their mystified visions because they do not really know how
to genuinely portray loving interaction.” — bell hooks from her book All About Love: New Visions,
sums up the shallow and misguidedidea of relationships and romance among teens.

Abira Dutta

Department of Journalism and Mass Communication, Second Year
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To Whomsoever It May Concern

We never talked about the pain and anger that you gave me. And believe me, we don'teven need to.

Because, there is no pointin reliving the nonsense that happened or remembering all the ill things you
said and did tome. Right now, I feel very different about all those painful words and actions than how I
feltyearsago.

With time, I realised thatI don't wantany revenge now. All that I need is peace andlove for myself.

I'have neither forgotten nor forgiven what you said or did. Sometimes I do think aboutit butIsimplylet
itgo because I do notwant to waste my time and energy to think about those hurtful moments. I know it
was horrible and you know it too!!

Your ego mightnotletyouacceptyour faultorlet youapologise. Butwho cares??

Your anger and resentment made me sad for a long time but with passing time, my wounded self has
healed itself.

And now I have found the most precious things your toxicity sucked out of me: Self-love, Self-Respect
and Peace.

I'held onto the negative things forlong butafter a while, I realised thatitwasn't hurtingyouatall. Rather
itwasjustdestroying me!l!

So now I forgive you just for me, not for you. I forgive you because I remember. I remember that you
broughtmemories and emotions thatmade me feel alive ata certain pointof time.

I don't think I will ever forget what happened. But I will make sure that it doesn't stay in my head for
more thanasecond.

They say people change with time and [ hope you do tool!!

Butalways for the best...

Shivangi Kharbanda
Departmentof English, First Year
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Online education in COVID-19 situation: A student's Perspective

Alittle over two months since our online classes commenced, they have already become an important
partof ourdailylives.

Among the many casualties of the Covid 19 crisis is the traditional classroom. While online courses
have existed since long before the pandemic, they served a different purpose, giving learners access to
modules and subjects they wouldn't have otherwise, or supplementing what individuals were being
taught in physical classrooms. The lockdown in India (and shutdowns in other parts of the world),
however, have made online classrooms the primary source of educational instruction for students of
allages.

I am a 3rd year student of Muralidhar Girls' College. My college too commenced online classes post-
lockdown. We had some problems to begin with. Students encountered some difficulty in joining the
“class”, or when classmates forgot to switch off their microphones during a session, we'd hear all
manner of background sounds — younger siblings shouting, someone singing etc. But over time, as we
all got used to the online video classes, things started working beautifully. Our teachers made lessons
engaging by replacing the chalkboard with PowerPoint presentations. A little over two months since
ouronline classes commenced, they have already become animportant part of our dailylives.

With a view to assess how my peers felt about online lessons, I conducted a small survey, with a sample
size of 85 students. Here's what I found: About 50 percent of the students liked the online mode of
education,asagainst 32 percentwho did notlikeit. Others were not sure.

About 53 percent of the students felt that online education helped them improve their time
management. However, more than 80 percent of the students found classroom teaching a more
convenientand interactive way of learning.

Almost two thirds of the students believed that online education leads to lack of discipline. In
classrooms, the teacher is physically present so students tend to be more disciplined. In online classes
the students need to work on developing self-discipline for a better teaching-learning experience.

Almost 66 percent of the students also concluded that online education comes at the cost of reduction
ininteraction and social networking. About 58 percentindicated preference for classroom teaching for
better monitoring of progress.

My peers said they appreciated online education but as the weeks went by, they had started to miss their
friends, the chance to share tiffin with them, and play pranks. These were moments of college life that
they cherished and did not want to miss out on (any more).

No doubt, online education has certain features that perhaps a traditional classroom set-up does not.
Our teachers enhanced the experience for us by making full use of the digital medium. In our case,
assessments have become more frequent, which means instructors can track each student's progress
and intervene as needed. At the same time, the online mode of instruction also allows each student to
work at his/her own pace. Greater (and improved) access to instructors and classmates via online chat,
andlesslikelihood of distractions can contribute to elevating the educational experience.

Sangita Naskar
Department Of Education, Third Year
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INDIA TOPS THE CHART OF COUNTRIES THAT SHUT DOWN THE
INTERNET

Internet shutdowns: a big question to the basic freedom right as per guaranteed by the Constitution of a
DEMOCRATICNATION.

“Giveme the liberty to know, to utter, and to argue freely according to conscience, above all liberties”.

-John Milton

Article 19 (1) (a) of the Indian Constitution guarantees a citizen's democratic freedom of speech, which
again is regulated by Article 19 (2) by imposing 'reasonable’ restrictions. Ironically, the Supreme Court
was in sync with the United Nations recommendation that every country should make access to
Internet a fundamental right, with a sweet reminder of the Article (19)(2), but then tops the
international chartof internet shutdowns.

In 2017, Kerala was the first state to declare access to Internet “a basic human right”. But between the
year 2012 and 2021 (present date) there have been a total of 521 internet shutdowns with the highest
132 in the year 2020, marking it to be the highest so far. From using internet shutdowns as a tool of
reactive measure to mass protests or unrests to a method for implementing disciplinary action as in
during exams, the fundamental rights have always been manipulated fearlessly.

Internet shutdown is a technique that was borrowed from Egypt's crackdown on Arab Spring
protesters who relied on Tweets, Facebook posts, to organize and channelize their protests. The
fundamental right to freedom of speech and expression is regarded as one of the most basic
elements of a healthy democracy for it allows its citizens to participate fully and effectively in
the social and political process of the country.

With an evident increase in the number as well as the frequency of internet shutdowns, internet
blockage is now acting as an administrative tool hinting to more ofan authoritarian form of governance
than thelibertarian formasitclaims to be.

“These shutdowns seem to be spreading from Border States to much more of mainland India. It's
becoming a regular tool of administrative practice,” said Apar Gupta, a co-founder of the Internet
Freedom Foundation, duringa conversation with Vice News.

Listing the worst shutdowns

[ When the Centre announced the nullification of Article 370 and bifurcation of Jammu and
Kashmir into two union territories -- Jammu and Kashmir, and Ladakh, on August 5, internet services
were suspended in Jammu and Kashmir simultaneously which ran from August 2019 to March 2020. In
March 2020, when the state government removed restrictions on access to prominent sites, a ton of
mobile users were still using 2G to get online

[ | When CAA was passed by the parliamenton December 11,2019,

4 Internet services were snapped for 48 hours on December 10 as protests against the then
Citizenship Amendment Bill, 2019, turned violent. This shutdown was extended by another 24
hoursonDecember 12.

4 Internetservices were suspended in the entire state for 48 hours on December 12,

4 Mobile internet services were suspended in the Kamrup, Kamrup Metro, and 8 Upper Assam
districts on December 11, The internet shutdown was initially ordered only for 48 hours, after
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which it was extended by another 48 hours till December 14. However, mobile internet services
were only restored after 10 days of shutdown on December 20, on the order of the Gauhati
High Court.

4 Internetservices were suspended in 6 districts of West Bengal on December 16.

4 Karnataka's Home department ordered the suspension of mobile internet services in
Mangalore city and Dakshina Kannada district for 48 hours on December 19

4 The country's capital saw internet shutdown for the first time. Internet services, voice, and SMS
services were suspended in parts of Delhi. The services were suspended on December 19 from
9 am to 1 pm in Walled city areas of North and Central districts, It's worth noting that the
shutdown was ordered by a senior police official —DCP Special Cell PS Kushwah.

4 Mobile internet services remained suspended in Jabalpur, Bhopal, and Indore on December 21
amidst protests against CAA. It's unclear when the suspension was ordered, and forhowlong.

4 Internet services were suspended in Jaipur from 6 am to 8 pm on December 22, in the wake of
protests against the Citizenship Amendment Act. Both mobile internet and bulk SMS & MMS
were suspended.

4 Internet services were snapped in 18 districts of UP on December 20 after anti-CAA protests
turned violent and led to destruction of public property. Internet services were snapped for 24
hours starting December 20 midnight. Internet services were again suspended on December 26
inseveral of UP's 75 districts amidst protests against the Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA).

| February 03, 20210nline access was suspended in at least 14 of 22 districts in Haryana state
near New Delhi, until 5 p.m. as the protesting farmers' clashes with Delhi Police. That order was first
imposed Tuesdayin three Haryanadistricts for 24 hours, but has been extended every day since.

[ Other recent cases include a 45-day internet shutdown in Darjeeling in West Bengal due to
political demonstrations and protests from activists seeking a separate state while Nawada in Bihar
experienced a 40-day shutdown due to communal clashes.

Whatitcosts?

Internet shutdowns last year has cost India $2.8 billion, according to estimates by Top10VPN, a digital
privacy research group. ToplOVPN estimated that more than 1,600 hours of Internet blackouts and
7,000 hours of bandwidth throttling have cost the country about $2.8 billion, accounting to 70% of the
totalloss of $4 billion to the world economy.

“The limiting of networks to 2G has made it impossible for online classes to function adequately,”
Human Rights Watch noted. This also causes wilful harm to the careers of the students and teachers,
violates the rights to education, as per Human Rights Watch.

In this time of citizen journalism and online reporting, live situations of the hostile areas stay nearly
hidden. Itdisrupts the functioning of local news service.

Internet shutdowns disrupt the daily lives of the common citizens more than the protests does.
However, Indian authorities said that the restrictions were “in the interest of the sovereignty and
integrity of India.” (in Kashmir's case)
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A clear question to the freedom of press

India's Ministry of Home Affairs said JK's broadband suspension was “in the interest of maintaining
public safety and averting public emergency.” The UN Human Rights Council has unequivocally
condemned measures to intentionally prevent or disrupt access to or dissemination of information
online as a violation of international human rights law. Four United Nations special reporters
condemned the move, warning that the shutdown in Kashmir was “inconsistent with the norms of
necessity and proportionality.”

These increased and frequent shutdowns mean nothing but a serious concern towards the idea of
democracy India is currently portraying. Internet shutdowns question the press's freedom in India.
This controversial approach has been challenged in courts. It's not censorship buta complete denial of
an outlet for dialogue and the dispersion of information— in a way, going against Indians' right to
freedom of speechand expression.

Abira Dutta

Departmentof Journalism and Mass Communication, Second Year.
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ARE INDIANS ASHAMED OF THEIR INDIAN-NESS?

Cultural erosion: abrief overview:

The cultural exhaustion of a nation is a systematic set up of the corporate power heads for profit
building with the help of media manipulation, thereby disturbing the decision making capacities of the
commoners.

Well, definitely the history of the exhaustion of Indian customs and traditions began when India was a
part of the British colony. Along with the destructive usage of India's resources, the pride of being an
Indian was also brutally trampled. Even after 73 years of freedom, we are still fascinated and bewildered
by the values and practices of adeveloped nation, exhibitinga colonial mind-set.

Indians aren't exactly ashamed of their Indian-ness because they want to, but because the idea of
inferiority has been systematically cultivated. In the 20" century, the idea of a contracted world
bloomed- globalization; as it was called. The globalization caused a global dominance of the Western
culture making it the culture of the elites and a hallmark of development. Under the cover of creation
of ahybrid culture, the Western culture ruled out, disturbing the individuality of the rest.

Globalization allowed further colonization which impacted intellectual property and cultural rights.
Global access to information had opened the gateway of acquiring cultural property and information.
Loss of individualism and group identity became an unprecedented by-product of globalization when
it encouraged a 'Western idea of individualism'. The dominant population and culture of the day
determined the next greatest technology along with the next commercialized gadget that will be offered
up to the masses and longed for by those who are at arm's reach of financially obtaining these devices.
Whatever we use, wear or practice, everything is properly calculated and processed by the corporate
giants for the sake of their profits.

The effects of advertisements are way more deep rooted than it seems. Systematic advertisements have
the power to make smoking cigaretteslook appealingand sensual to the eyes.

Films and television are the breeding grounds of brand marketing. What we see in films and televisions
is what we try to imitate. The soul motto of a commercial movie is to sell— the movie and the products
used in the movie. Selective adoption of music, fashion, lifestyles, traditions and customs from the
predominant cultural group is creating a fusion which getslabelled as pseudo culture. Through rampant
consumerism and brand materialism these western ideas are easily assimilating into other cultures and
paradigms with far reaching effects.

Will we loseitall?

The reason why we feel inferior or have this sense if shyness while practicing ages old traditions or the
culture that originally defined us, is due to the fact thatat the global level we are unable to find traces of
culture that are defining us. The sense of being alienated is what causing us to camouflage with the
majority. Due to the unprecedented access to cultures, a much wider audience than ever before has a
gateway to see, hear and experience phenomena that were never accessible previously.
Misrepresentation, stereotyping and the risk of loss of cultural and intellectual property rights are the
consequences of unmonitored access. We are not forgetting our roots. We are adopting the
overpowered culture so that we do not get lost. These western ideas are easily assimilated into other
cultures and paradigms with far reaching effects.

This general consumerism is not a unique factor in today's world. Even in the Mahabharata, Sage Vyasa
showed his frustration in the final Svargarohanasarga—
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“Iraise my arms and shout but no one listens.
From dharma come wealth and pleasures.
Why then is dbarmanot practiced?”

Consumerism is not just a bane for Indian cultures and traditions, but is affecting ever society in this
post-postmodern time.

Nevertheless, evolution is an inevitable fact. And when we evolve, and bring the world together, an
exchange of ideas and beliefs will take place. Cultures of different lands will continue to cross the
geographical boundaries and will find place in foreign lands. As India is growing economically and
slowly becoming a centre of attraction, a reverse osmosis of cultural absorption is also taking place.
There are people who are adopting the "sanatan dharma' and there are people who are coming to India to
study its cultural diversity and traditions.

India's culture is some 6000 years old and its intrinsic values are still cherished. It'll continue to grow and
will face the winds of the 'new world' and will definitely adopt the valuable customs of the far off lands
asitsown.

Abira Dutta

Departmentof Journalism and Mass Communication, Second Year.
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Neev : Education and its Obstacles

“Counting colours in the rainbow
Every time the clouds of grey go
The thrill it gives me to know what with me
There will be millions who can share my rainbow”

In the twenty-first century, economic inequality is widely seen in India, where one is working hard and
yetit's not enough to buy an ice cream. Whereas on the other side of the coin, someone who does not
even drop a sweat but still lives in luxury. In this era where change is the only constant, survival is not
guaranteed to the fittest but to the flexible, to the one who can bend and re-mould, turn and twist
according to circumstances.

In our society this discrimination also leads to inequality between students. India has built more private
schools and universities that attract the wealthy. What kind of phone do you use? How do you sound
when you speak in English? — the only language which people are highly concerned about here. Indian
government has provided number of schemes for BPL students but they are scared to come out and
utilise these opportunities.

Both primary education and higher education are in urgent need to make India an advanced country.
Primary education is more essential to drive away our strongest enemy, thatis poverty. Indiais a diverse
country with manylanguages, religions, civilizations and so on. People of Indiaare stillmostly poorand
they face many problems. There is only one weapon to solve most of their problems, which is
education. Both primary education and higher education are essential in their respective places.
Primary education is helpful to eliminate poverty as young minds of today are our future and also to
solve every day problems. Higher education is essential to make India stronger. The Indian government
should make prudent strategies for the development of primary education and to enhance higher
education.

Amidst obstacles, many talents in our society get suppressed, many children don't get opportunities.
Casteism also affects education negatively. The Dalits and other lower castes are stuck in the vicious
cycle of poverty and one half of the poorest children belong to the Dalit community. Many girls in
remote areas who want to study are forced into child marriage owing familial pressure. Certain
organisations at times take charge of providing them with basic education for few months or years, but
ultimately fail to find a permanent solution.

Only the ones who have the desire to become successful and can fit in any circumstance, leading a life
with dedication and discipline, overcoming hurdles, can shine in their life. It seems impossible until it is
done, but when someone achieves it then they are at their peak. Being rich in mind is more important
thanleadingalife of luxury. Education hasno boundaries when one trulylovesit.

Hrishita Sarkar
Department Of Geography, First Year
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9 SMALL THINGS THAT TELL ABOUT ONE'S PERSONALITY

One of the best life skills that one can master is the ability to understand a person's character and
personality accurately. It can help you form stronger relationships and avoid negative and toxic people.

If psychology has taught us anything, it's that people are complicated. And while there's no quick and
easy way to assess a person's true character and motivations, there are a few tips and tricks that can help
you gain insight into their minds. The people around us actually give us a lot of information about
themselves without even knowingit, and they expressitin the little things that they do. All we have to do
isobserve carefully.

Of all the many different methods, I've learned nine over the years that have helped me
tremendously—either they were the sign thatled to along, fulfilling friendship or they were the warning
before things fell apart.

N.B : Please don't use these to condemn or judge people. Everyone has bad days and our personalities
can change. (If anything, we should look at our own character before evaluating others.) Also, keep in
mind each thing on its own might not say much; but together, they can reveal alot. From there, it's up to
you to decide whether you want to be friends, clients, or lovers with them—or not.

With thatsaid, here are 9 small things thatcan tell youalotabouta personand what theyall mean:

1. How they keep their promises

The commitments don't always have to be big ones but we actually make small commitments in our
everydaylife like :

4 “I'llletyou knowabout the meeting by Friday.”
4 “I'llbetherein 5minutes.”
4 “I'llcallyouat 6 pm.”

Yet we don't keep them always. Now, life happens and it's important to give some leeway, especially for
things outside of our control. But if you notice a pattern where someone fails to follow through with
any of their commitments—or regularly changes them—it can reveal someone who isn't reliable,
doesn'thold themselves accountable for the things they say, or doesn't value you all that much.

2.How they treatpeople below them

“You can easilyjudge the character of amanbyhowhe treats those who cando
nothing forhim.” — Malcolm §. Forbes

A common test is how people treat service staff at restaurants, cafes, etc. It's a decent one, but to me, I
think the bigger picture is how people treat those who can do absolutely nothing for them or to them.
(Waiters, on the other hand, can definitely do something to youif you'reajerk soit pays to be nice.)

Strangers on the street, people selling flowers on the sidewalk, janitors, people “below” their position at
work. How does someone treat those people or talk about them? It can tell you alot.

American author Dave Barry once said, “A person who is nice to you but rude to the waiter is not a nice
person.” And it's true that the way you treat strangers, especially those of lower social status or who
have nothing to offer you, is very telling of your character. When someone is rude, disrespectful, or
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unpleasant to a stranger (like a barista or a server), it shows that they are superficial and over-privileged,
thattheyare only charming or kind when they have something to gain from the other person.

3. How They Make Eve Contact

Whenever you're speaking to another person, be mindful of their eyes. Eye contactis a good sign that
they are paying attention to you and are interested in what you're saying. But those who often break eye
contactmay be nervous,uncomfortable, or distracted. Shy people also have trouble looking someonein
the eye for too long, especially if they find the other person attractive or intimidating. Dilated pupils
indicate desire, rapid or excessive blinking conveys distress, and squinted eyes show that the other
person may be threatening or suspicious of you.

4. How thevactwhen theymake amistake

We all make mistakes. But when youaddressitinarespectful, kind, and fair way, how do they respond?
4 Do theyapologize and commit to avoiding it?
4 Do they make excuses, get defensive, or go silent?

4 Do they blame you, accuse you of making it a big deal, or go back in time and list your
transgressions (that they never mentioned before and have been saving just for this occasion)?

Sadly, I've had to let friends go because of this, butit was the right decision. I believe the true mark of a
person isn't how they act when things are going well; it's how they act when things are not going well.
There's always going to be some conflict and disagreements in any relationship, but how they respond
inthose moments can reveal alotabout their characterand ego.

5. How theyactwhen vou make a mistake

Ontheotherhand, if youmakeanhonestmistake and apologize, how do they respond?
4 Do theyrespectyouand share how they feel? Do they takeitin stride?
4 Do they make things personal and say, “Youalways____ ”or“Younever____ ?”
4 Do theybelittle you, hold agrudge, orinsultyour character, intelligence, etc.?

If it's thelast one, it doesn't always mean they're “bad” people. (Maybe they had a tough upbringing and
it's how they were raised.) But it definitely reveals a bit about their “true colours” and how they'll act
when times get tough.

6. How theyactwith people they want something from

I've noticed some people have a “split personality.” For example, when some guys see women they're
attracted to, they suddenly act friendly and happy; once those women leave, they're back to their old
selves.

The thing about people like this is they don't really have an established sense of self—who they are
changes completely depending on who they talk to. And they only put on their “A-Game” when they're
around a person theylike, they admire, or they want something from.

Do they put on a special show around certain people? Do they “kiss up” to people above them while
ignoring people below them? Do they “friend hop” to climb their way up the social ladder? Take notice.
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7. Their social media accounts

A person's profile and the way they present themselves online reveals alotabout their personality, traits,
and interests, as well as the way they want to be seen. Their social media presence shows how connected
they want to be, while their privacy setting shows how much they're comfortable sharing with people.
The pictures they post or share tell you a lot about what they like (whether it's going out with friends,
eating good food, or watching movies) and the things they tweet about can give you a lot of insightinto
their likes, dislikes, and opinions.

8. Thewaytheydress

Another great way you can learn a lot about a person without ever even talking to them is by observing
the way they dress. For example, those who dress casually are often laid-back and easy-going people,
who value comfortoverstyle and don't care much for impressing others; whereas those who like to wear
colourful clothes and fun patterns are usually creative and artistic types who want to express themselves
through their fashion sense. Floral printand dresses convey femininity and grace, while active wear and
sporty clothes reveal confidence and dependability, and formal attire (like pantsuits, blazers, etc.) exude
sophistication and assertiveness.

9. Their taste in music

For many of us, our musical taste is an integral part of our personal identity. We are drawn to certain
genres and artists that speak to us on an emotional level and we connect with music that helps us better
understand ourselves. So it should come as no surprise that one glance ata person's playlist can already
tell you so much about their inner world. For example, those who mostly listen to jazz, soul, and R&B
tend to be sensitive, poetic, passionate, and deep; while people who like acoustic and folk music are
usually thoughtful, calm, and warm; and those who enjoy pop and dance music are often upbeat, fun,
outgoing,and cheerful.

Again, the point of these checksisn't to judge someone. (After all, my ex-friend wasn'ta “bad” guy; we
justhad different personalities.) It's simply to gauge someone's personality—in that moment—and see
if italigns with your values, your goals, and what's important to you.

Because once you surround yourself with people who match those important things to you, you'll find
awesome relationships that will grow and grow over time.

Sohini Dutta
Department of Journalism and Mass Communication, First Year.
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To Whomsoever It May Concern

We never talked about the pain and anger that you gave me. And believe me, we don't even need to.

Because, there is no point in reliving the nonsense that happened or remembering all the ill things you said
and did tome. Right now, I feel very different about all those painful words and actions than how I felt years
ago.

With time, I realised that I don't want any revenge now. All that I need is peace and love for myself.

I'have neither forgotten nor forgiven what you said or did. Sometimes I do think about it but I simply letit go
because I do not want to waste my time and energy to think about those hurtful moments. I know it was
horrible and you know it too!!

Your ego might notlet you accept your fault or let you apologise. But who cares??

Your anger and resentment made me sad for a long time but with passing time, my wounded self has healed
itself.

And now I have found the most precious things your toxicity sucked out of me: Self-love, Self-Respect and
Peace.

I held onto the negative things for long but after a while, I realised that it wasn't hurting you at all. Rather it
wasjust destroying me!l!

So now I forgive you just for me, not for you. I forgive you because I remember. I remember that you
brought memories and emotions that made me feel alive at a certain point of time.

I don't think I will ever forget what happened. But I will make sure that it doesn't stay in my head for more
thana second.

They say people change with time and I hope you do too!!

Butalways for the best...

Shivangi Kharbanda
Department of English, First Year
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IS SEX EDUCATION NECESSARY?

The world is changing at a fast pace and so is the new generation. The youth today is smart, confident
and liberal. They get exposure to the world outside at a very early age. Therefore, it is significant to
prepare the youth to face the world and its challenges in every possible way. Hence, it is necessary to
provide them the sex education at the right time. Educating them about sex and safer sex practices can
begin at home as well as in school. Sex education would teach that sexuality is a natural, normal part of
life. The youth needs comprehensive sex education so that they are empowered to make informed

decisions relating to their bodies without fear, shame or guilt.

The youth, and the young children are much exposed to the media and Television and media provide
enough lustful titillation to evoke curious questions about every possible aspect. To get the answers of
all these curiosities that the youth has, they sometimes fall in the trap and get themselves involved in the
unhealthy practices. Teenagers are very curious, and curious minds will experiment. It is well said that
'thelittle knowledge is always dangerous'. Comprehensive sex education may not corrupt young minds,
but that the lack of information may lead young minds to access false, incomplete and harmful
information. Thus, here the role of sex education to the youth becomesimportant. The primary goal of
sex education in the schools and colleges should be to help young people to build a foundation before

theyare physically and psychologically ready and so they mature into sexually healthy adults.

Sex education is the instruction of issues relating to human sexuality including emotional relations and
responsibilities, human sexual anatomy, sexual reproduction, sexual activity, age of consent,
reproductive health, safe sex, birth control and sexual abstinence. Common Avenues for sex education

are parents or care givers, former school programs and public health campaigns.

In our country sex is still considered as taboo and people, especially parents to not talk freely to the
children on this topic. Due to the ighorance and hesitation many children fall victims of sex abuse and
sexually transmitted diseases. In the 21" century people still in India hesitate to utter the word 'sex'
publiclyasif they are born through Photosynthesis. Sex education in schools and colleges constitutes a
valuable source of information for young people. Sex education is a process of building a strong
foundation for sexual health. Itincludes sexual development, reproduction, intimacy, gender roles, and
relationships. It also focuses on important topics such as puberty, sexual health and hygiene,
reproductive systems, pregnancy and contraception, etc. Sex education in schools and colleges also
counteracts the misinformation about sex from media and peers. Sex education should be mandated in
schools and colleges as it provides accurate information to students; decreases risky sexual behavior;

minimizes the adverse consequences of riskysexual behavior;and ensures social equality.

The children of 12-20 years of age undergo various physical and mental changes and providing sex
lessons will enable teenagers to understand why and how their bodies develop. Many children find it
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difficult to cope up with these changes. In addition, they will realize some strange feelings that emerge

suchasaffection or passion towards the opposite and same gender.

Through sex education, students will be able to learn the truth about sex and they will be able to refrain
and control themselves. If children and youngsters learn about sex in scientific and objective way, they
would be more careful before indulgingin sex secretly. Atleast they would be careful to take precautions
soas toavoid pregnancies and diseases. Trained teachers, psychologists and medical consultants should

deal with the subject. There are various reasons of why this needs to be taughtinschools and colleges.

Abira Dutta
Departmentof Journalism and Mass Communication, Second Year.
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DRAPED DESIRES

You lay quietly on your mothet's chest, listening to her heartbeat
It's your favourite melody.
But that night it didn't seem to work it's magic.

The smell of old books and old paintings couldn't stop you from walking
on the floors
of morbidity ; finally visiting your secret chamber.

Again for the millionth time you tried to build a portal to my empire;
Writing eulogies to me on your wrist.

Pain

Pleasure

Pain

Straight and slanting,

But the clear red drops on the white marble indicated your failure (again)
The listicle of worries grew

Wilder on your forehead; eternity had kissed

Your pain; familiarity

making you claustrophobic.

Every time you put your happiness on auction, I gladly bought it
Because withered flowers seemed to provide you more peace than bloomed ones.
You blamed me for stealing your sanguineness when you yourself had buried it.

You are the caged bird who has locked herself in; vowing to not let yourself free.
You paint me with the brightest colours, enough to make me embrace you
But you smell of mountains and monsoons; you smell of the untameable.

So whenever you sever your roots, I repair them for you

And every time you ask

“Death, will you visit me tonight?”

I send you resignation letters draped in your mother's heartbeat.

Cause you have written eulogies to me
But you haven't yet written -an eulogy for yourself.

Ankana Pahan
Department of English, Second Year
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Ablaze Vision

Hey! Wait;
Don't be in a hurry,
There is a lot more
To see during your journey;
Just stay calm and composed

And don't worty.

Lo! What do you see there?
Your aims and ambitions
Beckoning to you;

Just give them a glowing grin

And promise them,

That you will meet them soon.

Come on! Go ahead;
There is a long way
For you to cover;
Fight your hurdles,

Defeat them;

And walk through the cobbled path

To be an achiever.

Medhalokita Chakraborty
BSc (General), First Year

Do not fear your failures,
They are your greatest teachers;
Gather experiences from them

And you will find yourself

To be a great explorer.

Keep your vision very intact,

Know your strengths and weaknesses well;

Do not run away
From your path,
Even if itis course

And difficult to travel.

Love your weaknesses,
Embrace your strengths;
Have faith in yourself
And just move ahead

Without being hesitant.

Yes! One day you will definitely
Reach your goal,
Don't be arrogant then,
But be kind
And a source of inspiration

To numerous frightened souls.
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Keep in Mind

No one to blame,

But everything to gain!
Knowledge is the power,
that is to gain.

If we do not fall,

How will we stand up?

If we do not touch the ground,
How will we touch the sky?

If we do not sleep,

How will we wake up?

But remember life is a great battle
Whete one wins and another fails.
But everyday we have to wake up,
With a dream of hope.
Because it is dreams that lead us
To our destiny.

Ushasee Bose
Department Of English, First Year
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The Kaleidoscopic Ode

Art thou the yon Highland Lass?

Hast the Nightingale sung to thee?

Hast thou passed the sweet Daffodils,
Didst thou set the Chimney Sweeper free?

The Skylark sung to me

"She Walks in Beauty";

And departed the blithe spirit
With the West Wind;

The Albatross, close behind.

I come to thee with my humble ode;
To Autumn hadst I beseeched to
Let the moon shower it's light on
My solitary walk to thee.

I had miles to go to come to thee
But hadst I world enough but time,
I would paint thou a Grecian Urn;
Like a bold lover, though sublime.

I love thee, m'lady;

By morning sun and candlelight.
Thou art a Thing of Beauty, mine.
Wouldst thou be the

Cadence of my Rime?

Nilanjana Banerjee
Department of English, Third Year
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Eccentric

Maybe I should getlost somewhere

In the rolling green valleys with the cosmos meadows,

Orin the dense foggy forests on the foot of the rising mountains.
I never was one to sit behind a desk and follow orders.

Instead I aspired to ride the wind and take hold of the reigns.

I'am the girl you see walking alone at night with headphones on, fearless.
With madness dancing in her eyes and a smile of content on her lips;
With hair running wild in the breeze, boundless.

And limitless possibilities stretching over the vast horizon whispering,
“You can be the pleasant Zephyr or the violent Tempest.

You can wreak havoc over the world or be the muse for a poetess.”

In this world I have always felt so out of place.

Maybe I could be more athome with the Romantics.

A wild soul trapped in the city, struggling to breathe within the confined space,
A girl who lives romance and adventure through pages,

They call me crazy but I prefer the word “eccentric”.

Samprikta Adak
Department of English,Third Year
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Writer's Block

When I sit down to write,

Darkness palls my eyesight.

Words in chaos, over each other, tumble.
The house of cards

I stitched with words,

Has begun to crumble.

My pen's throatis choked with
The soot of despair.

The void from words' mutiny
Is beyond repair.

Nilanjana Banerjee
Department of English, Third Year
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DARK HUMOUR

The book I had been reading wasn't half as entertaining as to what I saw when I looked behind. My cat
had settled herself onarelatively smooth area of soil.

I go to the park every day. There's a particular bench adjacent to the shady, shrubby corner. That spot
was right behind the bench. Today, on thatarea, a tinyleaf has grown.

That's where I had buried my secret. That's where I had buried him.

I live alone with my cat, Heather. Both of us occupy that bench and no one bothers us. That's the sole
objectin mylife that I didn't have to share. Being the eldest of six children with an alcoholic father, one
canassume that my childhood wasn'tabed of roses.

However, I moved out and Heather has been my sole company since. The same old routine was
disrupted with the entry of a third character in the act. The handsome guy. He would always occupy the
bench before I reached there, try to communicate with me. Is it ever possible to have peace with
someone always running on your heels except for your cat?

So, I took care of it. | made him believe what he wanted to believe and when he was lost in his dreams,
the pocketknife did the trick across his throat. Marvellous, eh?

Peoplein this neighborhood mind their own business, so, vanishing the body wasn'tas difficultas it may
seem. Burying him right behind thatbench where he used to sitand wait for me every day was like poetic
justice.

However...newleat? Did mybench have more greedy eyes onit?
“CanTsithere?”

I turned around with a start. A small girl stood before me, her eyes shifting between me and the empty
spotonthebench.

Ilooked backatmy Heatherand gave heracrooked grin. Looks like work's cut out for us.

Nilanjana Banerjee
Department of English, Third Year

73



Strangers of the night

It was almost dinner time when I heard our doorbell ring. The moment I got up to open the door, my
sister rushed in unlocked the knob. The door opened, exhibiting two men. One of them was tall, slim,
and had thick eyebrows and a bushy moustache. The other man was short and moderately overweight.
One could figure out the shape of his huge belly even in the dark. The weird thing about these two men
was that they looked extremely grey and ghastly. Their eye sockets were entirely black and their whole
presence was dreadful. Since our parents were notathome, itautomatically became my duty to take care
of thesituationasIwas the oldersibling. I tried tolookatthe men's faces and recognise them butto me,
itappeared thatthe more I'stared at them, the scarier their faces became.

“Areyour parents notathome, kid,” he finally asked, looking at my sister.

“No,” she replied “theyareata-"1squeezed her shoulder immediately and said "No they are not home.
Who are you?" thinking how stupid my sister was to give outinformation about our parents to random
strangers.

"Oh, we are just your father's friends. We came to this town for some business purpose, but since it has
been delayed now, we thought we should give your father a visit. I am Ravi, hello," said the overweight
man and waved at both of us.

Onceagain, I tried tolook at their faces to recognize them, butit was in vain.

"May we come in, kid?" the bushy moustache man asked my sister with absolutely no politeness in his
voice. My sister looked at me and Ilooked at that man.

"Iamsorrysir, butwe don'tknow you," I replied, on behalf of my sister.

"And our parents taught us to never trust any stranger or let them inside our house," my sister
completed myline.

The man whose name we got to know to be Ravi, gave out a burst of nervous laughter and said, “Oh
sure! We understand.” Then looking at the tall man, he continued saying, “He raised his kids right, isn't
it?”

There was no reply from the tall man. Ravi then poked the tall man's stomach with his elbow to get his
attention.

“Uh... Yes right,” the tallman replied.
"Canyouatleastbringus two chairs, so that we can wait outside?" Raviasked.

I was about to ask them to leave and return the next day, but then I thought that it might be very
disrespectful. Waiting outside the house wasn'ta terrible option after all.

I told my sister to bring two chairs from the drawing-room. She obeyed without any hesitation. She
placed the chairsin frontof the doorand the two men took one each and sat next to the porch. We stood
there for aminute when Ravi said "Why are you two standing there? Go inside and lock the door. We will
be waiting here. Don'tworry aboutanything. Itis alright.” He sounded very polite. The tone in which he
spoke started convincing me that they really were my father's friends and not some unknown strangers.
We did as we were told. We went inside and locked the door. My sister and I went back to watch
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television. After half an hour, I heard the engine of my father's car. Both of us rushed out to see his
friends unite with him but rather found my fatherasking me why there were two chairs outside.

"You two must have been up to something mischievous," my mother scolded and commanded us to
take the chairs inside. I told them everything that had happened. My sister gave them a detailed
description of the nightand those two men. My fatherlooked atus, confused.

"I never had a friend named Ravi," he told us. "Anyway, I'm tired and they will probably revisit
tomorrow" My father wasn't much bothered, instead he thought we had heard his name wrong.

“Now go back to sleep you two,” mother commanded.
Weagreed to thatand went to sleep.
Those two men never came back. Not the next day, noteven afteraweek.

A week later, my friend told me a story about the tenants who lived at our house before us. According to
her story, before we shifted to that house, a family lived there. One day, the parents were out at a party
and had left their two daughters at home. They told their two servants to look after them. Everything
was fine fora while until the servants gotdrunk and fell asleep. A robber broke into the house. When the
youngest daughter found them inside the house, she started screaming. The older one woke up and ran
towards the door to call their neighbours. Out of impulse, the robber murdered the two girls and fled.
The next morning, when the servants got sober, they realized the huge mistake they had made and
couldn't hide their shame. They committed suicide. After that, there was alot of screaming and crying
when the husband and wife returned. They couldn't handle the pain, so theyleft the house.

For a moment, I felt too stupid to ask the question that was in my mind, but I finally asked, “How did
theylooklike? I mean those two servants.”

“Why?” was my friend's response.

“Just curious. Was one of them tall and had a bushy moustache and the other a short man with a huge
belly?”

My friend replied, "Ohyes! Buthow do you know that?"

Sarah Shams
Department of English, First Year
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THE WITHERING SOUL

The spring arrived. The beautiful weather touched the every little element of the hilly area to enhance its
beauty. The greeneries were showcasing their full-fledged beauty. Not even the mankind was left to get a
soothing touch of the sweet season. The children outin the park were playing and shouting their heart and
lungs out. Their eyes were twinkling, bringing out their joyous soul in the forefront.

Tina, a little girl of 13 years old, was staring outside the window to swing with the beautiful weather. Her
father entered the room slowly and inched towards her.

"Father, can't I go out and join my mates playing in the park?" asked Tina with her eyes holding her inner
excitement.

"Obviously you can, my dear." her father replied.

The overwhelmed little girl ran towards her wardrobe to get a good dress for herself; after all she was going
out to play with her fellow mates after such along time.

Suddenly, the doorbell rang.

It was Dr. D'Souza. Tina's mother opened the door; the doctor entered the house silently.

The helpless father of the little girl stared at the doctor, with tears in his eyes ready to come out. It was the day
of his daughter's chemotherapy, who was suffering from the third stage of lung cancer.

Medhalokita Chakraborty
BSC General, First Year.
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:LUDO :
ANURAG BASU'S DARK COMEDY EMERGES WITH
A TWIST IN THE GAME OF LIFE

Feb9,2021,05.07 PMIST
Critic's rating: 3.8/5

The film started with a song of Chitalkar Ramchandra ,' O betaji, Areh o babuji, kismat ki hawa, kabhi naram ,
kabhigaram...... "which gives us an idea about the film which illustrates the ups and downs of people in their
lives.

Synopsis

"Ludo' is a Hindi Bollywood movie which consists of Drama, Comedy and Thriller. Itis 150 mins film. This
film has a touch of simplicity and those type of old — fashioned story narrative made it look like a theatre
performance on a digital platform. It was initially scheduled to be released on Apr 24, 2020, but due to the
breakout of Covid-19, the releasing date was postponed to Nov 12, 2020. The location of the film was
Chandivali Studios. Basu's former films like, Jagga Jasoos, Barfi were also filmed there. He believes the
studio is more representable to the audience than the actual location (according to the film).

CAST AND CREW:

Director: Anurag Basu

Editor: Ajay Sharma

Cinematographer: Anurag Basuand Rajesh Shukla

Story and Screenplay: Anurag Basu

Dialogue writer: Samrat Chakraborty

Production Company: T-Series, Ishana Movies and Anurag Basu Productions

Music Director: Pritam

Lyricists: Sandeep Shrivastava, Sayeed Quadri, Swadanand Kirkire and Shloke Lal
Singers: Arijit Singh, Jubin Nautiyal, Ash King, Shilpa Rao and Dashan Raval

Actors: Pankaj Tripathi, Shalini Vatsa, Abhishek Bachchan, Asha Negi, Rajkummar Rao, Fatima Sana
Shaikh, Aditya Roy Kapoor, Sanya Malhotra, Rohit Suresh Saraf, Pearle Maaney, Anurag Basu.

Songs:

1. Aabaad Barbaad g7



2. Hardum Humdum

3. Meri Tum Ho

4. Dil Julaha

5. Hardum Humdum (Film Version)
6. Meri Tum Ho (Unplugged)

7. Hardum Humdum (Female)

Plot:

LUDO is a game where four sides fight for reaching their respective homes through the dice. As a result
the four sides' fortune depends on the dice. The film revolves around the lives of four disparate lives
which link to one person. Here, a Hindu God Yamraj, the God of death (Anurag Basu) and his assistant
discusses about romp of sinner and sacred. Ludo is defined as the game of life and death, justice and
injustice, so Yamraj said,” Life ka nasha ho gaya hain, Ludo is life and Ludo is life”” A person has many shades
of character within, that's why no one can be called fully bad or fully good. By saying that they started to
play Ludo, where he correlates the lives of Akash, Bittu, Alu, Rahul and Sattu.

Sattu bhaiya (Pankaj Tripathi) is a notorious don in the criminal world whose right hand was Bittu (Abhishek
Bachchan), but initially he left criminal sorts of work to settle down with his wife ( Asha Negi) and child.
Sattu couldn't digest Bittu's happiness, so he planned to create a rift between latter's family, so that he would
come to Sattu to work. Sattu has been labelled as Red side. After six years sentence of jail, he returned home
having nothing, no family, no reputation. But during Sattu and Bittu's rivalry, Bittu met a little girl, who lost
her dog due to anissue in her family. While working with her, helearnta very importantlesson in his life.
Akash (Aditya Roy Kapoor) and Shruti (Sanya Malhotra) have formed the yellow side of the game. Akash
was a regular boy with a small dream and Shruti was someone else's fianceé. But earlier they were in a casual
relationship. They found out that someone had recorded their coitus activity and leaked it out on the
internet. Akash thought of sorting it out without contacting with Shruti, so he went to Sattu to seek for help.
But due to an accident, that didn't accomplish. Now, in the race of finding the culprit, before Shruti's would-
be-husband finds out about the video, they went to the police for help. But that didn't go well, so they
themselves went after the culpritand in act of doing so, theylearnt the truth about themselves, unknowingly.
Rahul Avasthi (Rohit Suresh Saraf) and Sheeja Thomas (Pearle Maaney) have formed the blue side. Rahul
was a worker in a shopping mall and Sheeja was a nurse in a hospital. Rahul was kidnapped by Sattu as he saw
Bhinder's murder by the latter. But due to the accident, he got out. Then they were taken in the hospital by an
ambulance where Sheeja came as a help, but in the middle of the road another accident happened, which led
them in having a huge amount of money, an illegal property of Sattu. This little moment of happiness was a
guest in their lives, which went eventually and then Sattu's boys went after them to take the money from
them.

The green side is formed by Alu (Rajkummar Rao) and his childhood crush Pinky (Fatima Sana Shaikh), who's
married to someone else. Her husband was taken to the jail, on the charges of murdering his friend, Bhinder.
She took help from Alu to bail his husband as he was falsely alleged of murdering his friend. Sattu was
the actual murderer. Alu, who run a street restaurant with his friends, gave her every penny to help out
Pinky's husband, but still couldn't confess about his feelings towards her.

As a result, Sattu, the gangster, who ended up being in the hospital was the dice of the story. Now the actual
question is, where did it end? Did they end up being the happy or sad? The climax is for you to see. Well, the answer to the
question that, how can we distinguish between the sinner and the pure is surely answered by the end of the film.
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Review:

The film is a little bit more than average. The story is good, but it would have been better, if it would focus
only one at time. It's a lot to take in a two and a half hrs film as it had to give time to four individual stories
which was somehow linked to a gangster. The performances of the actors are brilliant, the outcome of the
edits and VFX is majestic, so kudos to the editor! The camera angles and the shots are fabulous. So,
performance wise, the film was better. The script could have been better. Abhishek was given a brilliant
character, but the character was not given enough limelight to grow amongst the audience. Something more
could have been done with that bold character in this movie. Rajkummar did a great job and gave justice to
his character. Aditya being such a good actor in this industry, he was not given anything much or his too good
to be in a simple character, that's why he couldn't pull off that character. Rohit, did nice, as he's a newcomet,
but he has to polish his acting skills a lot more. We have seen Pankaj Tripathi as a criminal in many films, like
Dilwale, Singham Returns, etc. and this is for sure that, we have a never been disappointed by him. He's a
great actor with a great personality and a good example for the millenials. In this world of action movies,
having some films will definitely lift your moods.

Aatmajaa Sarkar
Department of Journalism and Mass Communication, First Year.
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Review of Osamu Dazai's No Longer Human

“I've frantically played the clown in order to disentangle myself from these painful relationships, only to
wear myself outas aresult.”

Osamu Dazai (1909-1948) wrote his second novel, a dark and disturbing work of art, No Longer Human
(1948), a semi autobiography, translated into English by Donald Keene. This leading post-war Japanese
writer told a poignant and a heart-wrenching story of a young man caught between the traditions of a
northern Japanese aristocratic family and the impact of Western ideas. Thus, the protagonist ensued on a
struggle to find his place and felt “disqualified from being human” (aliteral translation of the Japanese title).

The novel started with an unnamed narrator finding three photographs and three notebooks of a
man named Oda Yozo. The first photograph was of a boy of ten with an ugly smirk. But after carefully
examining the child's smiling face the narrator felt “an indescribable, unspeakable horrotr” creeping over
him. The second photograph was of the same boy grown into a high schooler or a college goer, “with a
handsome face a smile yet somehow it is not the smile of a human being;: it utterly lacks substance, all of
what we might call the 'heaviness of blood' or perhaps the 'solidity of human life'—it has not even a bird's
weight. It is merely a blank sheet of paper, light as a feather, and it is smiling”. And in the last picture, this
man had the most monstrous face, as if caught in the act of dying. “The face is not merely devoid of
expression, it fails even to leave a memory. It has no individuality”. The man is Oda Yozo, whose story was
narrated in those notebooks. With each notebook getting increasingly darker than the other, the narrator
narrates Oda's struggle as simply existing around fellow human beings.

“My eyes would swim in my head, and the whole world grow dark before me, so that I felt half out of my
mind.”
“People talk of social outcasts,” Dazai writes through Yozo. “The words apparently denote the miserable
losers of the world, the vicious ones, butI feel as though I have been a 'social outcast' from the moment I was
born.”

Yozo, from being a student becomes a morphine addict and finally a degenerated human being. It
tells the story of his moral, physical and emotional exhaustion, and his downfall into the world of politics,
suicides, prostitution, alcohol and drugs. This sad story of Yozo is from the time when mental health was not
a thing. Every time Yozo puts up the mask to please those humans around him, he lost himself bit by bit. The
story begins in the boyhood phase of Yozo and continues until about the age of thirty. Yozo, since
childhood suffered from extreme lack of self-confidence and some form of autism in the sense that he had
difficulty in interpreting the emotions and motivations of others. And to fit in, he mastered the art of
clowning; thus became the jester in his own family. Even though Yozo was an intelligent being, yet he lived
his life with no identity or individuality of his own. He would get influenced by the flow of his desires and by
the people around him.

“Whenever I was asked what I wanted my first impulse was to answer 'nothing'. The thought went through
my mind thatit didn't make any difference, that nothing was going to make me happy.”

This theme of alienation is central to No Longer Human, and it is reinforced with the help of
supporting characters in the book. Yozo's wife, Yoshiko, was trusting of other people to a fault. Yozo's
companion, Horiki, had an entirely selfish method of dealing with other people. Flatfish, Yozo's family-
imposed guardian, was entirely logical. Given that Japanese society is tightly constrained by a complex web
of unwritten rules of interaction, it might have been particularly interesting in Japan to consider the fate of
someone who had neverlearned the rules, butis Japanese.

Yozo stumbles upon one disaster to another. The “good boy, the angel” character played by Yozo,
makes women fall in love with him but, as Dazai writes through Yozo, “In my case such an expression as 'to
be fallen fot' or even 'to be loved' is not in the least appropriate; perhaps it describes the situation more
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accurately to say that I was 'looked after.” Without sentimentality, Yozo records the casual cruelties of life
and its fleeting moments of human connection and tenderness, and the nameless narrator narrates it.

No Longer Human is the final completed work of one of Japan's most important writers, Osamu
Dazai (1909-1948). The novel came to “echo the sentiments of youth” from post-war Japan to the
postmodern society of technology as stated by Hiroshi Ando, of The Mainichi Daily Nesws. Still one of the ten
bestselling books in Japan, the book is a powerful exploration of an individual's alienation from society.
“And now I had become a madman. Even if released, I would be forever branded on the forehand with the
word 'madman’, or perhaps, 'reject." Disqualified as a human being. I had now ceased uttetly to be a human
being.”

I confess, I felt the agonising pain screaming out of the book. The emotionless yet intricately
detailed agony of a man who was an alien in every aspect of his life, and the way he struggled to breathe
treely and the heartfelt desire to die a painless death, left me a with a choking sensation. This last quote from
the book, or from the last notebook of Yozo, left a scarin my heart that I'll cherish forever.

“Now I have neither happiness nor unhappiness.

Everything passes.

This is the one and only thing I have thought resembled a truth in society of human beings where I have
dwelled up to now as in a burning hell.

Everything passes.

This year I am twenty-seven. My hair has become much greyer. Most people would take me for over forty.”

Abira Dutta
Department Of Journalism and Mass Communication, First Year
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ESTD. 1940

Ref. No. ..........

(NAAC ACCREDITED-B++)

Ph. Office : 2464-1312
Principal : 2464-4371

Mluralidhar Girls' College

P-411/14, GARIAHAT ROAD, BALLYGUNGE, KOLKATA - 700 029

21/4/21

Date ......4L0 0 4 ...

FINAL RESULT OF THE ONLINE ESSAY AND PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION
(ORGANISED BY IQAC, MURALIDHAR GIRLS' COLLEGE ON ACCOUNT OF

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY, HELD ON 08.03.2021)

Category Position Name of the Participant Name fo the Institution Stream
B.A. HONOURS
BENGALI Ist ARHANA CHAKRABORTY Muralidhar Girls' College 5th Semester
ESSAY
Sri Ramkrishna Sarada B.A. HONOURS
COMPETITION AMA AKRAB
2nd RNATH CH ORTY Vidya Mahapitha 1st Semester
B.Sc. H R
3rd SHREYA MANDAL Gokhale Memorial Girls' College SS:h S?nll\isotgt S
(Joint
Winner) MEGHA SINGH Heramba Chandra College B'?“ I_;ONOURS
st Semester
ENGLISH
B.A. HONOURS
ESSAY 1st NILANJANA BANERJEE Muralidhar Girls' College 5th Semester
COMPETITION
2nd AADRITA BANDYOPADHYAY Muralidhar Girls' College B'?;fggi‘;’ffs
3rd ANUSREE NASKAR Shri Shikshayatan College B-sl‘;lggiggl‘s
PHOTOGRAPHY
B.A. HONOURS
COMPETITION 1st MITRASREE ROYCHOWDHURY Muralidhar Gitls' College 1st Semester
2nd AATMAJAA SARKAR Muralidhar Gitls' College B'I-l\;t};?nli(s)ths
3rd SIMRAN KHAN Muralidhar Girls' College B.ii&}slgnli(s)tgl{s
: SN R R SE
[ ———— 1T L] :-.--1-"‘"—"' L _'r-“.l
e w o P T & Srakpeds b IAC
vl L ]
Y T L KPS SIAEL
we T i A e
st Judges for Essay and Photography Competition
Category Judges Name and Designation

Bengali Essay

. Prof. Mousumi Mallick, Associate Professor, Department of Bengali,

Maharani Kasiswari College.

. Dr. Nihar Kanti Mandal, Associate Professor, Department of Bengali,

Muralidhar Girls' College.

English Essay

. Prof. Subham Amin, Assistant Professor, Department of English, Sri

Ramkrishna Sarada Vidyamahapitha.

. Prof. Iman Ghosh, Department of English, Muralidhar Girls' College.

Photography

. Dr. Indrani Raha, Associate Professor, Department of Journalism and Mass

Communication, Muralidhar Girls' College.

. Prof. Sarmistha Dutta Roy, SACT, Department of Film Studies, Muralidhar

Girls' College.
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Topic:- Diversified Role of Women

" Superwoman éo uot the oue. who we see iu the filme. trying to buock out the uillacns.
Real Superwoman io actually the one. who gives every Ut of her life. just to make sure
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PEACE AND HARMONY

Piyali Das, Sem-2

97



Safety of Women in Public Places

O Rose thou art sick.
The invisible worm,
That flies in the night

In the howling storm:

Has found out thy bed

Of crimson joy:
And his dark secret love

Does thy life destroy.

— William Blake, The Sick Rose

We do not know how many such worms devour the innocent roses everyday, in every corner of our city,
our country, our continent, our mother earth. One might wonder how it would be possible. But, one
would never know thathow, even the slightest of anegative gesture canleave amark on a girl's mind that
would change her outlook towards the world forever.

A woman protests against the masked man who takes advantage of crowds in order to fulfill his perverse desires
and violate a woman in that process for his few seconds of gratification. We often see that she is alone in her
protest, her voice echoes back to her. It is disappointing; however, perhaps one cannot fully blame the other
silent women, for they are petrified by patriarchy. They are terrified of their voices going unheard in the
masculine majority of the population,and moreover, ruining theirimages in the process.

Silver lining or perhaps a ray of hope in this vortex of darkness is that, women do not remain silent
anymore. Bus, train, metro, wherever and whenever the serpent behind the facade of a gentleman
crawls out to fulfill his disgusting intentions, the Eve raises her voice and rises the dormant fighter
woman within us.

Awomanisunsafe whenalone,a womanis unsafe whenin public. Having been subdued and dominated
for eons,a woman has almostinternalised fear and subjugation. However, not giving up and setting her
footdown has been the first step in a very long, arduous and difficult journey. Breaking the glass ceiling
may not have been enough, butit has been broken already, and the day is not far when the phoenix will
rise, bringing each oppressor to justice, and reach her goal in flying colours.

Nilanjana Banerjee
Muralidhar Gitls' College
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WOMEN'S SAFETY IN PUBLIC SPACES

I read this book a few years ago - The Power. The story was setin a world where women all over the globe
suddenly got the power to electrocute people with their touch. This sudden shift in power distribution
among the sexes radically changed the social hierarchy and gender dynamics of the world, challenging
the patriarchal authority. The story was intriguing, but what really captivated me was the careful
exploration of gender dynamics in society and the many nuances of male domination. It was an
incredibly thought provoking read, one that made me wonder how different the world would have been

if somewherein the evolutionary process, men and women had developed equal physical strength.

It made me wonder what it would feel like to walk down a deserted alley late at night without the fear of
being raped, tortured, mutilated, and murdered crippling my mind. It is a gruesome image, one that
should not be ingrained in the mind of every young girl, yetit s the reality. It is an image curated from
the innumerable rape and sexual assault reports that appear in the daily news. The message conveyed
through them is simple : women, irrespective of their age, caste, religion, or social stature, are not safe.
Paramedical students are not safe in public buses, Dilate teenagers are not safe in their own farmlands,
eight year old girls are not safe in their own village... the list goes on. Yet society has the audacity to

blame the victim!

"Her neckline was too low, her hemline to high.: :She was ont late at night." "She was partying with boys." "She was
drunk, She had it coming."

We have heard the same justifications every time. Victim blaming is the patriarchy's favourite self
defence mechanism. It justifies its heinous crimes while also making an example of the victim,

reminding women of the repercussions of steppingoutof line.

I remember a conversation I once had with a friend of mine. When I told him I couldn't go out with
friends atnight becauseitwouldn'tbe safe, he laughed at me and replied "That stuff only happensin the
news, and it doesn't happen to people like you." I realised two things in that moment : society affords
men asense of safety and mental peace thatitnever has to women, allowing them to retain the youthful
naivete that girls aren't, and that internalized misogyny is woven into the very fabric of our existence,

condemningdefectors to the exploits of men,almostasaform of punishment.

These demons of the patriarchy have invaded the digital space as well. Women are regularly subjected to
harassment, abuse, and blackmail on online platforms. These threats to women's safety online have
only been brought to light in recent years, with victimised celebrities speaking out against them. The
predators thatlurk the dark crevices of theinternet weaponize women's sexuality, threatening to spread
false scandals, circulate photoshopped, compromising images, and objectify them for the perverse

pleasure of men, making the online environmenthostile and unsafe forawomen.

Historically, society had failed to acknowledge women's issues promptly. Instead of taking measures to
ensure women's safety in public spaces, we have simply been told to stay at home and not get
adventurous.
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The government has mandated women's coaches in trains and metros, and women's seats in buses.
However, muchis yet to be done before women feel truly safe in their daily commute. Sweeping reform
is required in the legislative and judicial level, with prompt and strict institutionalization of the Indian
Penal Code and immediate action against the myriad of abuses faced by women in public spaces. The
deployment of troops of female law enforcement officials is required, along with the establishment of
a judicial branch dedicated to overseeing immediate and satisfactory resolution of these complaints,
and a revised penal code that spares none found guilty. At the core of it all, we require a system that
makes women feel safe to come forward and file their complaints, and makes men think twice before

daring to harass awomen.

The Suffragettes marched so we could live a life of dignity, with equal rights. Now it is our turn to pick
up the baton and fight the unending fight against oppression so that one day women can roam the

streets without fearin their hearts.

Aadrita Bandyopadhyay
Muralidhar Girl's College
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Arhana Chakraborty
Muralidhar Girls' College
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PHOTOS / SKETCHES / PAINTINGS BY STUDENTS

b V!

Abira Dutta(JOURNALISM AND MASS ANKANA PAHAN (ENGLISH)
COMMUNICATIONS)(SECOND YEAR) (SECOND YEAR)

Anjali Ray

MOHAR GURIA BA
(GENERAL)(THIRD YEAR)
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Megharee Gayen,BA (General) SHRABANI PATRA (ENGLISH)
Third Year

Shreya Pramanick, Semester-VI SREYA NAG (BA GENERAL)
Geography Honours (FIRST YEAR)
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SREYA CHAKRABORTY Pinti Das
(EDUCATION) Education SECOND YEAR

ANKANA PAHAN (ENGLISH)
(SECOND YEAR)

SUMAITA LAISA
English, 3rd year.
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